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jViis re ference is an article from the Chicago 

"Daily Times " for 8/22/40 entitled "Fear U.S. Harbors 

jj i t h e Bureau 

public bu Secretary of Navy Knox, as part of the national 
defense program. hoi . William <7. Donovan, having just re- 
turned from a mission abroad on behalf of Secretary Knox , 
wrote these articles in collaboration with Edgar 1'owrer, 
foreign correspondent. 
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61-7560-11215 

(96) 

SI 62-58216-1125 
(94) ( Article from 

mm- 

?/ashingion ’Evening 
Star ", P/22/40) 
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This reference is a letter from Col. William J. 
Doncvan, an attorney at 2 Wails St. , NYC, 

NY C ejxcJLas-LjU 2 a LeJLLsjr he had received .from 

rj 

This 1 ex -ter STH^lut 
~i nfo rraa ti on regarding a German whose last name was Fischess er. 
This individual had just bought a lake and surrounding land 
in Otsego County and had spent considerable money on the 
place although he only lived there in the summer. 
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On 6/29/40 letters were directed 
l and Col. Donovan stating that^an 
^any Field Office would call upon 
tker information. 



to both 
from 
f "o r 



65-29330-2 

/ <-1 ^ 

{ voj 


The 8/33/40 issue of "He mi sphere ", city and state 
not given , carried an article which stated that Uooseve 1 t f $ 
announcement of pending exchange of aged U.3 . destroyers 
for British bases, and the Canadian - U+ S. mutual defense 

— . __ -1. - 3 __ _ _ _ —L. -* 1 a n ’T 1 « < 2-« . a « j a Is -JL a 1 rs >n -X- In /h *Mi ^ nidi «i- /*i -n V' 

agrttvmeriVj u rama is t> uu, i x y uruuynu ou ±oyuu on c rcauMua uj 
lengthy secret talks • Not made public , however, was the 
name of Roosevelt's negotiator . No diplomat , the man who 
was sent to speak for the President in London vms Col * 

"Wild Bill n Donovan J World War I commander of New York f s 
Fighting 69th. If ate rial for Donovan r s newspaper articles 
on "European Fifth Column ff was gathered during conversations 
with King George, Prime Ifinister Churchill and. dozens of 
lesser British dignitaries * 


Above article is one of 
several newspaper clivpin 
making up this serial . 
64-1000-9X 
( 6 ?) 
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On 8/29/40 Congressman Wright Patman from Texas 
appeared before a Special Hearing of the HCUA. Patman re- 
ferred to a report by Col. William Donovan and Edgar E Gen- 
re r on the " fifth columns' ' in the U.S. which appeared in 
an unidentified newspaper on 8/22/40 under the following 
headline; " Strong 'Fifth Column ' In United Stat-s could 
Be Cur Undoing - Hitler conspiring for World Dominion - 
Immense Sums Spent for Propaganda The full text of the 
above article is set out in this reference . 

Dies Committee Deport } 
Vol. 14, vq. 8201 
(74) 


Vcf ju 

dicar^wcu^^ery good friend of Col . "Bill." William Dono- 
van. Donovan at a cocktail party given by 

Coun^^^^^Uicari at 410 Park Ave. } NYC in September 19^0. 

Donovan was believed to have been asked to use his influence 

in obtaining a visa for Count de Perdicari to return to 
Italy . 
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urn to the campaign manager for J'artin Dies. 
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C'oi . Pi Hi am Donovan i/>rs briber's confidential advisor 
throughout his difficulties over his associations •)ith 
Pcs trick and could probably furnish pertinent details 
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interview Col . Donovan at that time. 
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(.a 10/10/40 an unknown outside source in RPC, 
made available information concerning the Council for 
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. L c~r directors of the Council For Dc^rc^nsi. 
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This reference ie o letter to the Director dated 
10/16/40 signed Bill ( William J.) Donovan on the letterhead 
of Donovan , Leisure , Newton and Lombard, Attorneys and 
Counselors at La w, 2 Vail St,, NIC, In this lett^^^fa^^^w 

format ion which he had received from^JK^UJj 
SHIH j^/Qoncerning the presenc^i^^^^ countrj^^certain 
^^^encr^contact s , and suggested ■HHHHBis a contact for 
information , Donovan also state^vn^^^Vank Knox had aski.cO 
that they get together for luncheon sometime eoon./^\y y ) 


This letter was acknowledged on 10/12/40 and the 
luncheon invitation accepted , 



66 -. 

(1 07) 

SI 100-6407-1 
(75)S 


This reference is a letter dated 10/16/40 from 
William J, Donovan, an attorney at 2 Wall St,, NTC, to Mr, 
Hoover regarding a Baron Tranz Ton Recum who asked Dono- 
van's advice on obtaining residence in the U,S, This letter 
t oa8 acknowledged 10/24/40, 


65 - 31 063-1 
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This reference is a letter dated 10/24/40 from 
'.‘/ill iam J . Donovan, Attorney at 2 Wall St., NYC, regarding 
a man named Henry F. Miller who was charged with smuggling 
narcotics from Mexico. Letter ackncwledg ^ ^ ^ ^ /C/40. 

12 - 0-4439 
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On 10/21/40 Mr. Hoover tel ephoni cal 1 y contacted 
Col. William. J. Donovan in response to his call. Donovan 
mentioned a young lady who had lunch with them and stated 
that she wns suspicious of o Mr. Hammond. She had advised 
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ana’ sfte sent a telegram that she could not have him, 

but the telegram came back that he was in Halifax. She 
later told him that she had attemotec to send the telenram 

J 1 

and this co^usecl him great concern. He asked her to Qine 
him the rccoT'd of all the time he had beer, in hen home. 
From these actions she concluded that someone was checF in<: 


on him. 
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to Mr. Tamm and Mr. 


Clegg dated 10/21/40 
No caption given 
65-3046-2407 
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On 10/24/40 Col. William J. Donovan called from 
and talked with Dr. Tamm } concerning an individual who 
gave his name to Thorkild Rieher as Watts and stated he 
was a Federal Inspector. Donovan was advised that the 
Bureau had no agent in that vicinity by the name of Watts. 

Memo for the Director, 

1 0/24/4 0 

No caption given 
65-27244-6 



This reference is an undated memo from an uni- 
dentified outside source } *oplace not givsn t received in 
early November 1940. This memo stated that when Col. 
William Donovan returned, from his trio abroad where he 
had been sent by Secretary of Navy Kno.v, the President 
and Ben Smith met Donovan and talked with him. Smith said 
Donovan told him that when the first blitzkrieg hit London 
that London would collapse * Donovan later said that he 
had talked to Smith but that he had said that in his 
opinion the British would stop the Nazis. 
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3 an Antonio, Texas, who was a nenpheio of Yosnkc I at su oka , 
For::' an Minister of Japan. 
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Letters of a c kn owl edge r-.en t were sent to both 
• ! novan on 11 /P Gf-1 0 . 
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officer in charge of foreign sales and the Texas Karine 


Departme Texas Company , prior to his resignation 
in 1941 .^^^^^Kmstated that Col. William Donovan travel ed 
with Rieo^^w^one or more occasions throughout Germ any and 
was introduced by Rieber to important persons in Germany 
and later used these contacts for his own military missions 
in Central Europe, 



jstated Donovan and Rieber were the best of 
friends ana suggested that Donovan be interviewed regarding 
Rieber. Prior to Rieber's resignation from. i the Texas Com- 
pany he was represented by Col . William Donovan whose ser- 
vices were compensated in the sum of $6,000 by the Texas 
C organ y. 
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Re: Tcrkild Rieber , was, 
Recistraticn Act, Dc~ 
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naturalization proceedings 
G, Ne ut ral ity Act 
65-27244-81 
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In 1941 a list of persons on the personal nailing 
list of Ulric Bell and his organization, the Fight for Free- 
dom Committee, included the name of Col . William J • Donovan . 

Source not given 
Bureau Demo, 5/15/41 

, No caption given 
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This reference is an unidentified report dated 
1/25/41 setting out data obtained from, a confidential source 
close to the German Embassy, entitled " European Situation . " 
This report stated that "Wild Bill " Donovan would prove dis- 
appointing to the President in his missions to Bulgarin 
and Greecjg^as an emissary of the President . Derails as 
discussions with the heads of these countries set out*/ 

The above information was furnished to JIafor' 
General Edwin 21. Watson, Secretary to the President on 
1/28/41. 



66-5424-3-217 
( 65 


On 1/29/41 the NYC PD advised that an investigation 
had been conducted concerning Count John Perdicari (believed to 
be a German spy) who had been in the US allegedly since 1934 as 
a representative of Piccioli (a tobacco firm in Italy). During 

a m A w A A «%. ^ I 1 ^ A -m+ t * A • -a S ^ ti -J- li A J «t •» dft JL • A -JL m 4* D m « J m Vi *■? A ^ J J ^ L ^ 

u ^rqrf cjt//»ux ^4 i/(;r i/ku/ u/fr w* * /* vcr 0 u v 1 rcrun;i j/ * acuu 

purpose 0 / Col. William Donovan's journey to Europe was to 
"feel out ” various notions os to o United States of Europe. Be 
said that Col. Donovan was sent by Secretary Knox and that the 
State Dept, isos receptive toward sponsoring such a movement. 
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This reference ta an unidentified report dated 
2/15/41 entitled European Situation " ond eetting out data 
obtained from a confidential aource close to the German 
Embassy, This report stated that on Col • Donovan's visit 
through the Balkan area he ( Donovan ) told the leaders of 
the countries in thia section that he u>as the direct re- 
presentative of the President of the U,S. and warned them 
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could look forward to conciliatory and beneficial powers • 
Donovan told them that if they played with the axis powers 
and were defeated , theypcould not look for favor from Great 
Britain and the V, S, ( "*fe 1 



The above information was furnished to 1/ajor 
General Edwin J /, Watson, Secretary to the President ; The 
Secretary qf Wavy; Assistant Secretary of State Adolf A . 

A ss i a*hrtni: (l&ne'rnl I (nh+.henn F - nnri 

, Solicitor General Biddle on 2~/l6~/41 . 
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On 3/10/41 the NT office advised that Col . JF*22*£m 
ovan was believed to be making an investigation 
■ Hpoif/i a view of utilizing his services and that / 
^^ecame disturbed when he learned of the investigation? 
was agreed that an inquiry of Donovan would be made con- 
cerning this matter • 

Nemo for the Director , 12/10/41 
No caption given 

61 - 7566^3119 
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A translation from the Russian daily paper for 
3/17/41 the f 'Ru33hy Golos" published at 61 Ea3t 7th St., 
NYC, carried a news item which stated , "William Donovan, 
unofficial Washinjton observer in Europe , confers with 
Spanish officials about American aid to Spain, " 


100-21313- A 

"Russky Golos", 3/17/41 
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The NT "Times " for August 19 to 22, 1940 carried 
a series of articles by Col. William J. Donovan and Edgar 
itowrer, material for which was obtained by Col. Donovan 
when he was sent to London at the request of Secretary of 
Navy Knot. The articles described German n fifth column" 
methods . Donovan was Coordinator of Information in 1941, 
which became Office of War Information in 1942. 

The Seattle "post - Intelligencer" for 4/20/41 
listed Col . William J . Donovan as a sponsor of the Tight 
for Freedom Committee. 
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This reference is a letter dated 5/13/41 from 
William J. Donovan , attorney at 2 Wall St., NIC, to Ur. 
Hoover enclosing a letter dated 5/12/42 which — Ucn nnnn 
had received from ■ 

<**■ j m « » « > 




our government. 


urnisn possible varuable 
Donovan's letter was acknow- 


ledged 5/19/41. 
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Col . William J* Donovan was one of the founders 
of the American Friends of Yugoslavia y Inc. i which was in- 
corporated in NYC on 5/1/41 to relieve suffering Yugoslavia. 

(Source not clearly stated) 
NY Rot.. 3/9/44 

_ _ --j- j , , 

Re: The American Friends 
of Yugoslavia t Inc. y aka ; 

JS—C 

100-162960-5 

(99) 


On 6/4/41 Mr. James Magee called this Bureau and 
advised he had sent a letter to the Director on 5/2/41 re- 
questing a speaker for a mass meeting in Pittsburgh during 
the latter part of June . According to Mr. Magee this rally 
was to be held in opposition to the America First Committee 
and "JUd Bill’' Donovan was to be one of the speakers, 

Mr. Magee was advised that this letter would be 
called to the Director r s attention as soon as it arrived at 
the Bureau. 

Bureau mem.o y 6/4/41 
No caption given 
100-4712-67X2 

( M) ' 
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On Saturday night prior to 6/24/41 
called Mr. Foxworth and advised that he had 
broadcast which stated that " Wild Bill " Bono 
appointed head of a new secret intelligence 
was to be staffed by representatives from th 
Treasury and State Departments which would w 
with the army and navy. 

Memo for the director , 
6/24/41 

No caption given 
6 2 -644 27 -X2 
(65). 


The Washington u Times Herald* 1 , date net giuen y 
carried an article entitled " Donovan Heads U.S, Intelli- 
gence tr which stated that President Roosevelt had com- 
missioned Col* William J * "Wild Bill n Donovan a Major 
General in the U*S* Army to supervise American military 
intelligence and to ally it with the British secret ser- 
vice . A time stamp on the back of this reference in- 
dicated it was received in Mr* Hendon ! s office 6/85/41 . 

66-8700-A 

( 66 , 107 ) 
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On 6/25/41 observance by a i 

d< 7 * in NTC reueo 
(Col. William) 1 
. Col . Donovan 
because he was such a sissyj aecor-d/ng t 
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bureau Agent at Room 
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was called "Wild Bill" 




In the summer of 1941 information was received 
that Atherton Richards , reyarded in Honolulu as a brilliant 
executive , financier and economist, . f whc=mas- President of the 
Hawaiian Pineapple Company, was associated with Willi cm. j. 
Donovan. (Source not given) 

This reference contains the following notation; 

"I understand from Donovan he is to be his right hand man 
on administration, H." 

Memo for the Director , 
7/1 9/41 

Ho caption given 
62-63816-2 

( 81 ) 

SI 62-3816-1 

(ei)- " 





• | t - itm /mur , ; i II n, 


.• 5 *. 


* 

? 


i 

* 


r 

» 


i 





On 4/2/50 Joseph Barnes was interviewed by 
Bureau Agents at which tire he advised that in the summer 
of 2341 he went to work for Col . K'iiiicm "Y/ild Bill ,t 
Donovan in the office of Coordinator of Information in 
NT C . 


WFO report, 4/4/50 
Be: Owen Lattimore 
Esp-R 

100-24638-405 p. 7 
(54, 66) 
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This reference sets out information concerning the 


newspaper , "The New Leader " published in NY. Attached to 
this memo is an article from the above newspaper of 7/13/41 
by Edward Loring entitled f "Donovan Heads New Office To 
Speed Counter Espionage. " This article stated that Col. 
William J. Donovan had been named Coordinator of .Information, 
and included a picture of Col. Donovan as well as details of 
the new counter espionage office. 


The Congressional Record for 7/31/41, page 3532 
carried the following remarks by Senator Wheeler with re- 
ference to his ( Wheeler's ) prosecution by the Department 
of Justice: n 1 Wild Bill ' Donovan , who is in the Department 
of Justice , is the man who conducted my prosecution. Nr. 
Donovan is now head of the Gestapo in the United States. 
That is the proper place for him , because he knows how such 
things should be done. He worked with Burns , and with all 
the sluejths in the Department of Justice when they were 
raiding the offices of the late Senator Caraway , the late 
Senator Walsh, and old ' Battling Bob' LaFollette . So he is 
a fitting man to head the Gestapo in the United States." 


ir Mr. Nichols , 
with above news- 
paper clipping 
No caption given 
61 - 5124-9 
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Memo for the Director , 


6/1 /41 


Re: The Congressional 
Record 

66-1731-103X2 
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n , A . con f[<iential informant of 

oa E advised that on 8 /l/dl h * h*# * 

Oiera. wa. Peter Hr h Ao< ? con f^ r red with Del Puna 
Southern District of NT a n ^ ». Wa * under indictment tn the 

officer . Mr* Char/esT Lark Attnln in ? era ° naiin S « Goo 't. 
tempting to make an appointment^ tth cil f ° Willi™* n*** at ~ 
order for Oiera to give Donovan the detlhVlV^ ^novan in 

mmmm. i ■ ■ 

w. Siven ° f ^omaUon, 

20/6/41 * 1 0Ve tfcn.*** tn 0 * urei « date/ 
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entitled H Summary 
Informant # not pfuan 
65-<?2d^-Z-79 




/" £oZ. fli22fa«J Donovan r a 


On 8/19/41 

~ ■' — / / ^ 

office called and eta 
Bureau be advised th 
the Mayflower Hotel t 

had come to Col , Donovan 

said he knew a group which was operating a smug< 
in the Everglades of Florida , and tha^Jd^^^we re smuggling 
Germans in from Cuba or somewhere had been un- 

in getting an intervie^v^^^Naval officials , 
aid Co^^^nnAimn wanted someone from Navu or 
ioi the Mayflower Hotel and de- 

termine whether o^no^aome thing should be done about the 
matter, 

Um4 

>aa advised this+wtuB. tiui *t»A 4 nt within the 

Jurisdiction of INS, ^ 




Bureau memo , 8/19/41 
No caption given 
1 00-39578-1° 

(51)^ 



- 39 - 


r 


6 - 30-53 


T i , •• • • • t 
l' V : f 


t O' 







**r 

-'•A' X - 
■ 




>i 


QAf fji '.i YOR 1,r 

WASHINGTON FIELD (BSK) 


/O 


WILLI >1: Jor, I- PH DONOVAN , SI. A OVIST- FAE1 SUPTLi Mi MTAL REPORT 
SATMIT' ■■ J.I A rir IlENAITY OF R> PORTING ACT.’IT. 


IIOOV : e 


CC 2 V.’FO (BSK) 


rutdij 


n 


. t 


Tilton^ 


-1*K 


"W 


R*vln 



A/ 

m 

w 

r> 

S*C 

S' 

u; 

//o : 

■ *F? 

f - 

cn 

iaj ;■ 


ro 

i '*• i - /■ 

■C 

i r v 

; ^ 

3 : 

/ ** #0 

*1 

** * O 

x * X 

<-n 

^ # * 


/ 


Ml 



J acy 

..irfoo 

ij ^ hr 





/ 

/ 


-i- * Room_ 

M«BSB 

■aiidy 


■" A 


t ft 


< uu 

• . ^ -M k- 





/ 


./ 


yt / 


/ 


/?■ 







4 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form Ko. 1 

THrS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


BUREAU 


PPG 


?; 


RETORT made AT 

NEW YORK 

DATE WHEN 
MADE 

6/30/53 

PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 

6/23, 2U, 25/53 

TITUS 

WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN, aka; 

"Wild Bill" 

Donovan 




REPORT MADE BY 


THOMAS J. LAKDNER 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


SPECIAL INQUIRY 


* 

<17 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

WILLIAM D. MITCHELL advised that appointee has detested him since HERBERT 
HOOVER appointed him Attorney General. Appointee’s first law partner, FRANK 
G. REICHLE of Buffalo, was indicted during late 1920's or early 1930's on "worth- 
less bond deal. Appointee asked MITCHELL to intervene. MITCHELL wrote letter 
to FGJ pointing out spotless character and reputation of REICHLE. No court 
action instituted at that time, however, REICHLE was re-indicted in 1931 or 
1932. Appointee again asked MITCHELL to intervene. MITCHELL refused. REICHLE 

flnH fl/'nn-i ft.oH. TUTTTnHTi'T T. annni ntAP 1 Aval - AnH hrHVHant. 

and knows no reason why he should not have responsible government position. 

Judge CHARLES D. LAWRENCE, T J. S. Customs Court, recommends most highly. The 
Honorable HERBERT HOOVER recommends appointee most highly having known him since 
192$; knows none of circumstances of indictments returned against REICHLE or 
appointee'3 intervention in affair. 

- RUC 


REFERENCE: 


Washington Field teletype to New York, 6/22/53* 


DETAILS: 


WILLIAM D. MITCHELL, Attorney, 20 Exchange Place, advised 
that he has known the appointee for approximately 30 years 
in mostly a professional relationship. He stated that both 
served in the Department of justice during the CALVIN C001IUGE Administration 
fTbm 192L-1928.' Mr. MITCHELL stated that he was Solicitor General and the ap- 
pointee Assistant t'o“*the Attorney General. “J5t this time both were very friendly 
and got along well together. 
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PROPERTY OF FBI— THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE KOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED* ' 
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However* Mr. MITCHELL stat.e<Ltheir feeling for each other 
became 3 trained when in his official capacity he had occasion to alter some " 
of^the legal briefs that the appointee drew. The app oin tee resented these 
alberatnohS _ and advised Mr V MITCHELL' of his resentments Durihg'thePresi- 
4 ential — campaign of 1928 the ’appointee aided Mr. HOOVER, being a loyal Re- 
publican, and after his election hoped that he would be appointed Attorney 


Gene ral . 


** — . 
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MITCHELL'S, name was prominently mentioned as the new Attorney General. Mr. 
MITCHELL stated that when these rumors began spreading he called in the ap- 
pointee and explained to him that he did not want the job, had no desires 
of obtaining it, and had done nothing to secure the appointment. 


However, a short time later Mr. MITCHELL was called to 
the home of Associate Justice of the Supreme Court HARLAN FI3KE STONE, who 
along with President-elect HOOVER who was also there, asked him to take the 
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vate practice which negated his taking the Attorney General's position. How- 
ever, Justice STONE and Mr. HOOVER persuaded him to take the job, which he 
did. 


prom that time on the appointee detested him, feeling 
that he had_"undercut ,r him, the" appointee, to get the Attorney Generalship. 

As a' result of Mr. MITCHELL’S appointment, the appointee early in 1929 resigned 
from" the “Department 'of Justice' and s rethrhed~tb New York City to found his law 


One of the_apgointee's first partners was FRANK G. 

EEICHLE, now a practicing attorney in Buffalo, who maintained the Washing- 
ton -Office' of the partnership, in "the, late ,1920 ' 3 or early 1930's Mr. REICHLE 
was indicted by a Federal Grand Jury in Washington as a result, of a worthless 
bond deal. ' Mr. MITCHELL stated a few other individuals were also indicted 


but he could not recall th eir i dentity.' " REICH LE protested his innocence, 
stating that’ al thou glT the other individuals who were indicted resided at the 
samp aHrirfiss as he. he had no connection with them. 


The appointee at this time called upon Mr. MITCHELL in 
his partner's behalf and asked him to have the indictment quashed. Mi’. 
MITCHELL 'told' the appointee that he could not, do this, but wrote a letter 
to the Federal Grand Jury pointing out the spotless character and reputation 
of REICHLE and also of his high standing in the community. As a result of 
this letter, no action was taken' against REICHLE. - 

■v a 

However, in 1931 or 1932 REICHLE was re-indicted on the 
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same char£t_and_onc.e again. the appointee asked Mr. MITCHELL to intervene. 
TKe~”appointee at this time was campaigning for the governorship of New York 
State. ~Mr. MITCHELL refused, telling the appointee to let the court action 
take its .<TOurse. REICHLE was tried and acquitted. Mr. MITCHELL could not 
recall the outcome of the trials of the other individuals involved, but be- 
lieved they were convicted. All court records of this action are maintained 
in the Criminal Division of the Department of Justice. 

M r, MITCHEL L considers, .the . appointee to be a very, capable 
and brilliant person and knows of no reason why he should not be given a 
responsible government position. He believes that the present position to 
be the Ambassador to Thailand. He considers the appointee's loyalty to be 
unquestioned. 


CHARLES D. LAWRENCE, Judge, United States Customs Court, 
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both were serving in the Department of Justice. He stated that his associa- 
tion with the appointee was professional and not very close. He stated that 
he has seen the appointee twice in the last five years. He stated further 
that the appointee was quite disappointed when he was not made Attorney 
General by HERBERT HOOVER. 


Judge LAWRENCE recommended the appointee most highly 
as to his character, reputation and loyalty to the United States Government. 

He stated that the appointee has a notable record of public service and 
-recommends him for a responsible government position. He knew nothing dero- 
gatory concerning the appointee. 

The Honorable HERBERT HOOVER, former president of the 
United States, Waldorf Towers, advised SA ROBERT J. JACKSON that he has knor.n 
the appointee since 1925 when he wa3 an Assistant to the Attorney General 
in the Cabinet of CALVIN COOLIDGE. The appointee subsequently served as an 
Assistant Attorney General to his Attorney General, V/ILLIAM D. MITCHELL, but 
resigned in 1929 to return to New York City. Since that time they have 
maintained their association and constantly keep in touch with each other. 

Ml’. HOOVER recommended the appointee most highly as to hi3 character, repu- 
tation, ability and loyalty to the United States Government. He 'stated that 
he-lmew*Tione of the circumstances surrounding the indictments returned against 
PRANK-G. REICHLE, the appointee’s former law partner, and the attempts made 
by the appointee to have them quashed. He suggested that his Attorney General, 
Mr. MITCHELL, be interviewed in this regard. Mr. HOOVER knew nothing dero- 
gatory concerning the appointee and recommended him for"a responsible govern- 
ment position. ' ~ - . 
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SUBJECT: t£l\iW! JOSEPH DONOVAN, aka: (ATTENTION: INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION • * T 

•Yfild Bill” Donovan ■ ^ A .SPECIAL INQUIRY SECTION) ‘ ; 

SPECIAL INQUIRY ‘ ’ _ - * 

*. rOiy*^ 1 -* 

Reference is made to report of SA s $iJDyAS J. LARDNER, 6/19/53, 

New York. 
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to the Bureau^ attention, and due %o the nature of it is not being reported 
in the details of the referenced report* 



t 
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On 10/3/L9 JOHN W. ENGLISH. Attorney. 11:19 G. Dar.iel Baldwin Build- 

-- _____ - - - M - ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ W * *- — “ — — ~ — - - 

a. tuing, home address, 2L50 South Shore Drive, both ir. Erie, Pennsylvania, aj- 
3 gvised that when General DCNOVAN eet up OSS, comprised the organization of some 
30 branches. ENGLISH was in the Field Photographic Branch. He stated that 


on numerous occasions he was warned by his superiors in this branch that the 
personnel of the Visual Presentation Section were endeavoring to encroach 
upon the jurisdiction of the Field Pnotcgruphic Branch. The personnel of 
the Visual Presentation Branch were suspected Communists or fallow travelers, 
an; while they had no direct evidence to substantiate this claim, their 
opinion was based on the following. 
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1. Their branch was the only branch that maintained collection boxes 


for Russian War Relief. 
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2. They were anxious to hire colored personnel* 



3* In conversation between the enlisted personnel of the Field Photo- 
graphic Branch and the Visual Presentation Branch, the personnel of the Field 
Photographic Branch were impressed with the radicalism of the personnel of 
the Visual Presentation Branch* 

i 

li* About this time, the winter of 19U*-19h5* CARL MARZANI, one of 
the members of the Visual Presentation Branch, was exposed by the ''Washing- 
ton Times -Herald. * 

The above information was previously furnished administratively by 
report of 5A BRONI S. MACYS entitled "J. DAVID WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, was., et 
al. Perjury, Internal Security - R, Espionage - R," at Pittsburgh, Pennsyl- 
vania* 
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On 9/9/50 CIA reported that Gener 
WILLIAM DONOVAN, formerly of OSS) advise 
to introduce him to General SMITH of CIA an 
all intelligence material which he might receive to 
the General. General DONOVAN had bee$ trying to contac 
cuss intelligence matters. 


him 


& 


\ 

v-o 


The information attributed to CIA was prevj 
Bureau by report of SA FRANCIS J. GALLANT entitle 
Espionage - IS," 2/28/51, New York City. 


furn 



rted to the 
was; 


The information attributed to informan 
to the Bureau by report of SA FRANCIS 
was; Espionage - IS,” 2/13/52, New York City. 



as previous! 
NT entitled 



Due to the type of information furnished by the above sources they 
are reported by letter and not by report. 


Reference is made to Bureau teletype to New York, dated 6/18/53 


c 


{ 


* r . 

V -vj 




b 7 <^> 

V. “"1 ITS. 


Letter to Director 

*w nn *1 ^ 

WI 






The information attributed t 
nished to the Bureau by letter dated 

TR Hr n*« 


During the course of the investigation of 
a Security Hatter - C classification! the following was noted* 



gly fur- . . 
Espionage - 


der 


un applying ror employment at tne "Mew iotic jjany news 
GEORGE W. POLK, c/o "Herald Tribune," Paris, France, as a refer? 



is tea 


ltr. LOKE CARROLL, in charge of correspondents at the "New Tork Herald 
Tribune," advised on 1/28/53 that the GEORGE W. POLK who had been a corres- 
pondent for the Paris "Herald Tribune," which is owned by the "New York 
Herald Tribune," was identical with the GEORGE POLK who had been killed in 
Greece in 19148* 
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since he nent into Greece to investigate the "civil *ar ff taking place there# 

The "Voice of Freedom" for June I9I48 reports POLK was killed because 
he despised the Greek Fascist Government and wanted to broadcast an inter- 
view with the leader of the Greek guerillas. According to this article, 
the Greek Government did not want the American people to hear this broad- 
cast. 


The "Voice of Freedom" is a publication cited by the California Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities, Report, I9I48, page 2 21*, "to be Communist 
initiated and controlled or so strongly influenced as to be in the Stalin 
solar system." 
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STONE relative to the POIJC murder and subsequent investigations. The story 
alleges the Overseas Writers Club was investigating leads Indicating the 
Rightists were responsible for the murder and that the Greek Government in- 
fluenced the American Embassy in Athens in having the chief investigator re- 
called. STONE charged "a hush up" of the case. The Overseas Writers Club 
was chaired by WALTER LIPFMAN and General WILLIAM DONOVAN. 
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In view of the nature of the above information it is being furnished 
by letter to the Bureau. Tt is being left to the discretion of the Bureau 
to have WALTER LIPPMAN interviewed concerning his knowledge of General 

DONOVAN. : - 


The above information was previously repo 
John L. Fagan on 2/17/53 in the report entitled 
Security Matter - C n at NIC. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No* 1 

Thfs case originates at BUREAU 



REPORT MACS AT 

NEW YORK . 

DATE WHEN 

7/1 Ki 

— t 

FCRIOD FOR WHICH MADE 

6/29/53 

REPORT MADE BY ] 

THOMAS J. LARDNER . 

■mui 0 • 

WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN, aka: ■ 

”Wlld Bill Donovan 

1 

CHARACTER OF CAES . - 1 

- • . ■ - \ I 

<1 

SPECIAL INQUIRY ' ■ 1 

- . I 




SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


T-2, advised that his experience with the 
appointee has not been favorable. He considers appointee 
ah ,, antI-antI-Communist ,, and would not recommend. T-3, 
considers appointee a "bubblehead" who never got tough 
with Communists in O.S.S. He would not recommend appointee. 


REFERENCE 

DETAILS 


- RUC - 

— ■* 

Report of SA THOMAS J. LARDNER, June 19, 1953 




T-2, a n Informan t of known reliability, an 
individual whois well _versed in Communist 
ac ti vity In the labor ‘ Uni on * f 1 el dj advised 
that his experience with the appointee has never 

Th e ^appoi nts e-hae-alwaya- -been J^-Boft.jSLnd jmus hv 1 * 11 

ment _tTf Communi sts an d Communist infiltration of organizations 
under ^hl s o ontroT7 T-2, e . .t atedl;haY~iE^£^pplh^^ 
take a' firm stand "against Communists in government*, unions, or 
the Uni teO* t Iona I ders^hA^pp oint ee-^l-ahtl^aTiti. 
Com munis t» n T-2, stated that his comments were not based on 
specific incidents, bu t on gene r al"lmpress 1 oh“hh'<r'ob s er vat 1 Off. 
T-2, would not recommend the appointee^ 


approved"aW 

FORWARDED: 


T-3, an inform ant o f unknown reliability, 
newspaper columnist, wh o_h a s..gener a 
activities thr oughout” the Unlt.ed ^..Stat^ Sj ^dyise^thatJie has 
made inquiry concerning the appointee for his own use. 'The** 
appointee 1 a 'law firm represents -a public TeiEtl o 1HT T1 rio. 
Allied Syn dicat e, whose clients are JOHN L. LEWIS, FRANK 
COSTELLO, a nd LAU GHLIN CURRIE. The appointee was 'KTlFged" 1 0 

d a, recent e o iranl ttee which was to ask Pres ide nfr~ — 

T^IgK fru.Ai.AuHT — p *'* ^ 1 — -■ “_z ", 
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BTSBNHQWER to oust Senator, JOSEPH The ^jjxOntefe.Ls 

1 aw fiiro^lao-.w^-all©ga.d^a^epre 3 e nt the Chinese ^Generals 
who ~ab~ 3 conde d w ith mll li ons.of.. Nationalist . China* s ... funds » T-3 

eonai’^Kr’i" th e ap pointee ..&.J!bubblehe ad” who never got tough 
Wlth^the v oimmmists in Office of Strategic Services# , T-3# 
would not recommend the appointee# 
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ROBERT J. JACKSON 

Due to the type of information furnished, these 
individuals desired their identities be protected# 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


* rS 


Hesult of HCUA file review set forth. EDGAR ANSET, MOTHER, Syndicated 
■„ Columnist, re Dorts favorably concerninp: DOUOVA:'. 


, . 1 1 ^ « -it .j t i 
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^PEFEHENCE: New York teletype dated June 18 , 19 ? 3 . 

/‘T ■ ' '' %! i{ ‘ '■ O Report of SA WILLI 'l?' 5. FSIilMORE dated June 26, 19? 3 at 
S Washington, D. C. 


T^s ■» J n A T T 


j iCj : 
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5LT,,AB5TH..TSB? JLL BENTLEY testified under oath before the 
Hou se Committee on U n-Are rican Activities on July 31, ”$ he al.'iitted 

she WJs a former merger of~~D nb X orir i uni’s i "?art~ yr' ”She also testified 
that , she oner afg,d._as cou rier in” a~3oviet espionape network RJSTtreen- 
19 Ip and IPy. _ She identified" OlfNCAN r HAr’LlN LB 5 of the Office of 
Stfatepic Services as one” of her contacts in fWashinpton A J'. 7. hiss 
tj 'TJTf H f exo] Tiffed t*"€ re Was - a" circle of lawvers around General 


•T^VOTMV n + rv.'C - T 'f "C* ”1 f' -Pi 

• ' Ml « UU W-- H I.J auu Wfjfj Wdo unc uX uriy: r i 


He provided her all tvrec 


Tjf 1 iirofTHd icni ThI L included' hi phly secret information on what 



ftirkoy to" operate In the Balkans and' that Genera] ’) >C. v:as Interested 
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in having an exchange by the NKVD and OSS. 


^ _ t - - 


fur the r .testified that^LEE was ,a. member -of the C or.ru uist 
j-’artv.. ind had worked _ in General. AX)NOVA.*i 's law firm prior to coring 
into the rj£;s. i.EE testified under, oath before the C omit tec on 
lurusC’lO', "e acknowledged acouaintanceshj o with ?'j.ss BENliEY, 

slotinf' tic vjas known to h ir. as HFII, _Ii GhAivT. 

LEE testified: 

"Mr. Chairman y Miss ELIZABETH BENTLEY in her recent 
testimony before the House Un-American Affairs Committee 
>ms accused of being a Communist and of dupolyirr- her v. T itb 
secret inf orm 'ft ion concerning the Off, 

rr want to say categorically that I ar not and ’-aye 
never been a Communist* 1 ~ Have .never divu] red 
class! f led^inf ormation to any unauthorized person* ^I^Jaad 
been an assistant in the legal offices of General Di’NCVAM 
before t be" war; I had come to the* OSS "with him as his r 
assistant; and I was therefore particularly aware of, a 
reonirement of personal"! oval ty to him in such matters alone 
with mv loyalty to the service of the United ftates. 


"during t v e war my wife and I met M is: 


■■■ ■ \ -;1J VI 


oeiallv 

v 


at V e home of a friend. We met a great many people at 
this time* Thereafter we saw Miss BENTLEY off and on for 


— " 1*11 


a iii, tie over a year* uur a c q u ai m, a v ; ? 
one. 


►/an 


c nticelv a social 


"I made it a rule during my service with 085 never to 
discuss anything that had not previously appeared in the 
newspapers, and then onlv to the extent made public* W I 
certainly kept stricu]y to this rule in any talks 7 ever 
bail with 7* is 5 'ISMTuSY.' ~ 

,f T v:as in the Amy and in the OS 8 for nearly four years 
and during that time worked day and night, • v h in Uashinrton 
and overseas 3 to further our war effort. 1 ar sure that 
General l'>N0ViU and the other officers under whom I served 
will confirm the fact that my war record ir; one of which I 
can feel justly proud. While in the Ar; v T r-se from the rank 
of first lieutenant to lieutenant colonel. I have received 
several official commendations. I know that I have served 
my country with complete loyalty and to the best r ’ my 
ability and it is a profound sho^k to find *y name and war 
record attacked by the irresponsible chargee of this woman. 
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"It is hard for me to believe that Miss BENTLEY'S 
statements are those of a rational person. In trying to 
recall my acquaintance with Miss BENTLEY I have been puzzled 


ifiiCLij ± 


do not ramo mber tmt 6 he ever tried to get any 


information out of me. In view of that fact I am temnted 
to believ e that..Miss_REMTT,KY her soj&al 

yith ne merely to help^ her misrepresent Jf or 

bgr cwn personal build-up thajt_ sj^Ji ad access through me to 
someone of the importance of General DOX OViN . ~ 


i 


f 


i . 


In addition to the above L EE' related he was employ ed in 
DON OV ANI^lat Xiga. JLa r. jfcree .years and "was then' brought into The OSS 

TivTihe General . Tn DSS hi s wnrl/T’eTI Int n, -Iwm n^aeoe v\ o -rTf 1 1 


. n, 

p ■» * W 


advisor and partly a member of the so -called secretariat. ^ LEiC" 
-testified M h ad been" bent Tl5y p?^~o n“t wo missions to China. 

Oil the flist l 1 J. !> & lTTn, in 19u3 , Jh di d ja qt^ge F T o^C hih?r* tl rc SBCtml- - 

Ta returned the first week ftr toner- * - 


Ho further pertinent information r egarding the relationship 
between General ugi^vAt' "And 1 LkT yas~ ft,otej * ‘ 


u n * A, ' bii c a rr 



s records. 



rr 


jio 


THOMAS J. DOUEGAN, Special Assistant to the Attorney General, 
advised SA JOSEPH M. KELLY of the New York Office of the Federal Bureau 

of Investigation on September Da, 191$ that he had learned through 
a confidential source that (Teneral WTTTTiv .t nnwnv/iw v.^ = 

^ “* “ — — — —*• — »-r-- »— ' +- »-*- ▼ * . V * Amt ^41 N-X T JTXd.1 ||UU Q 

staterent to the press that he still had confidence in DUNCAN C.LEE. 
More specific information was not available. 



r\ 

| 

v 

y 




V 


Jv* 5 • The file s _of J-l, jiript her . gov er 

personnel ana 'security-type invest^ afcima f . -rfti;iar.t.. i.Kfr w ah. v * 

irbm active duty as a lieutenant Colonel in the Army of the United 
states on January ZU, lylat^’h^oh^jTriDj ,'”"l91iS~ lap on "The* 1 racommenclat ion 
oTTPgYIgf Sl" WILUTA ?" j: p ng jffA Mr^W "Swarded «H t e -Amy 
LSiDs Army record rerlffcts ne regflSTered Tor^separation from the Amy 
&ir* flannar; y 1 A Sj«6^aw4<aras -rm 
'actual aate of sepa rat i on . D5 



Miss BENTLEY also te stified that in addition to_ LEEjfchfise 
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‘Ch ann Analysi s ^ pyich ; 

J. J’JLlUs uOSi^-'h, Japanese Divisi on; HELEN T E NNEY. Spanish Division: 
£hd DUN JL j" n t T v n rrT. r TtrpK^ r ’*' ““ 


M iss hu.n 1 
she collected dues. 


testified hAlF‘:RIN vas a C omrninlst from whom 
He furnished various types^of infornati on " inasmuch 
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r 

as he had access to that which CSS was petting on^Latin a/re rica^ had 
SFcT^1T‘t“o - cabl i~n f rom its agent abroad; had 
Tlccess^to wo r Id-wide information of various sorts and reported to her 
that/ OST’T’iad* arT arrangement with the State Department whereby he could 
see State Department cables on vital issues. 


In a si rued statement furnished to the federal Bureau of 
Investigation Agents on November 30, 1 ^iss BENTLEY stated her 
last meeting with HALPKRIN occurred jji 19)jii. He was st ill employed 
by~~ 0SS- I_nJB^rlxdL5- d^ IUA CJC%^he^ Jlussjan contact at that time, told 
-TTsFli^TLE Ythsl JiftiPERIN had been accuse^ Tv^GeneYaT WILLIAM J. 
DONOVAN of being a Soviet Agent* After this accusation, according to 
"JACK’ T , HALPKRIN failed to appear two or three times to meet his con Lae 

Dai-kr round jlnfopl^ lion .inserted in^o i»be House Committee on 
Tr n-'\rerican Activities record during v iss BENTLEY T 5 testimony indicated 
TTIiLVfiTTTH— ^Pbloyed’^in^OSS 'between September 19 hi and October 19 in 
and xli^tlfie^VDart^nt *of‘ State between October 1.9 hS and - June 19,16* ' 

On the morning of January 2lx, 19U6, during the course of 
a nhysical surveillance of HALF ERIN by FBI Agents, JOSEPH G. WALSH, JR., 
KRV1C T S 0 A hi, A NT, and 7 RAH C lb D. ORRIEN, he was observed leaving his 
I Jew v o r 'k hot^I an d or o c ee d in r t c 9 Wall S t r e e t . tb e* 


I ' « VI 
a '.A 1 


ci the law 


fir.' 1 of Donovan, Leisure, Newton and Lombard. u o remain:.:;, in the 
building approximately a half hour. This law firm is that- with witch 
General DONOVAN is connected* 


With reference to__J. JULIUS JOSEPH, Niss DENflEY testified 
she had^collected Communist Party "dues from him* ^ Based upon his 
em^oymentj he was iri“ a Position 'to* furnish "her information regarding 
both Janan and Russia, ’ JOSEPH 1 s wife was., also employed .by OSS for 


approximately six months in the. Publicity . Division, 
a Communist. 


one, too, was 


do testimony directly relating JOSEPH with DjN 


r r . m 

1 [ J 


wa 


+ ■> ’ r . * n 

t . >. * j . i 


bv T ' i s s BE’-'i f.Yy, 


v iss BENTLEY informed the House Commitl-.: ‘ on *Yi- American 
Activities that HELEN FL TENNEY was a Communist who was first employed 
at the OPS, Snanish Division, and later handled t Vj e Balkans when if e 
LnanisR^iv iro on "sort of dried uo"* No testimony directly relating 

with' rWOVM was aven by ^isF'BEEYTf Y # 


No testimony directly linking. DDNATJ) NIVEN WHEELER with 
General DONOVAN was jrelat$d, by Miss. BENTLEY* 


PWJ 

on Un-American 


D v;HTT7A]g.;g CHf'BER 
Activities on Augu 


n 


S 


t 


testified before the Unuse Committee 
3, 19 U8. Ho said he joined the 
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Communist Party in 192h and for a number. of years prior to his break 
with the Party in 1937, served in the Communist Party underground, 
principally in Washington, D. C, The original purpose of the under- 
ground, according to CBdCBERS, was infiltration of the American govern- 
ment* Espionage was one of its eventual objectives. The head of due 
underground at the ti w e CRAP REPS knew it was NA1MAN L'liT, an Attorney 
for the National Labor delations Board. Later J 0 L m ART became the 
leader, 

NAT HAN WITT testified under oath before the Committee on 
August 20, l Q )iR. He stated he graduated from Harvard Law School in 
June 1932 and immediately entered the private practice of law. Bo so 
remained until joining the Agricultural Adjustment Administration in 
1033. WIT ' 1 state i he joined the legal staff of the old Actional Labor 
Relations board in February 1 93 U . He terminated his federal erploymen t 
in December 1?H0, nt v;hich time he was Secretary of the national 
Labor Relations Board* VJTTT declined to state whether ho knew 0K11REF5. 

In testifying before the Committee on September 1, 19^0, 

VJITT stated that during the 1932-1933 period when he was following the 
private practice of law, he was employed in the office of WI7,LIA V A. 
n-'Hov/vW. 

P. SCHMIDT, Secretary, Committee on Socialism and 
Ponmnisn, " ’tni t„ d States Chamber of Commerce, testified before in ; 

TT ouse' Committee on Hn-American Activities on March 26, "*947 * lJ Q 
entered a report of the^ Unifed States Chamber, of Commerce entitled 
'’Communists Within the Hov ernment ’’ into the record. In this report 
under the heading "Espionage and Sedition" the following .appears: 

’Ms late as March 19h5 (Major General WIJd,i;f J.) Rift OVAL 
had defended the employment in OSS of such well-known Communists as 
TT 7 T rnv. ‘ IPUTUP. T.'TT.TnK WOT.^E and l.H>m g'l m.LbgWSK'T^ 

I J\. . L y .1* i V ^ J « U J UU 1 k! f ^ J i a J.l 1 VM V.VJ* i. f i 1 r J. . i -w V ^ • ■ — ' ■ V 

A' number of pro-CommunistS in the OSS were subseauentiy blanketed into 
strategic intelligence posts in the State. Department* Granting the 
Meheral’s thesis that ’no foreign policy can be stronger th an the 
inTcfr^ition upon which it is based r , it can be seen how considers fiuiis 
of war-time expediency have endangered our safety**’ 

^Washington Evening Star March 13, 19V) and bashington lost 
Jtily 19 , 19 )^, 

jbe following Associated Press release r '.nears on page seven 

of the July 19, 19); f *> issue of the "Washington Roat'W 

« . 1 

* "A ??' Y l6’-Wr , T<? , 2T«-LI6TSD AS PKiKO Tli.'OKD '.I ffl 

" COI-'T ’’"miS*' ~ ' 
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"Sixteen commissioned and non-coMnlssioned Amy officers 
were listed by the CounserVf"'a "Souse subcommittee ^yesterday 
as having "backgrounds which ’reflect^ Communisin^^ Jfhe t)ar 
Oe :jyr 1 ci edrtyitnrve diate i y~"r epii eTi Juxie . jnen .have, proved their 

lovalt" to America* 


"The names j^xc^brivBu~.a^iause. dlilitary ^ jueoimit fceeboy 
chief '^ou ns el_H* ^vLPH, 37 IT dll .in.. private, testimony, ihe sub- 
comnittee released them yesterday without cement of its own* 11 

Among those listed were: _ 


"T i p»i+.onqnf TPVTMfC Vi.JANR. Of C-1 n!' FI.tv if.nrrir 

J r V 1 ^ V l J V X J 1 i J. II 1 .; i l i VJ J 4i « ^ 'J4, X V ' V --I* ■ r v* '.a v/ ^ -- F .*- w ^ 


TJashington, ^on honor Tell of Young Communist League 
members fighting the Spanish Civil War. 


rT I ■ 1 eutenant .. T TYIN G- GQFF, Office of Strategic Services, 
Washington, ’speaker, Communist School, New York City* 
and a member of ’the Abraham Lincoln Brigade in 
Spain 1 * 

TP’T'T testified that ’’evidence sh owe that this -^r gariisatd cn 
was comunist dominated 


"Tientenant VTHC]^fT_L(^SOWSKI, Office of Strategic Sr.rv: 
iTabhinrton, ’fought with Abraham Lincoln Brigade in 
bearish Civil Var T . 


. r ^ 

J 


"lieutenant YII. TON WOLFF , Office of Strategic Services, 
’Lashincton,' Wiatiohal Com: ancle r of the Communist-con- 
trolled Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln brigade* . 

r ;hor General WILT.TrV J* n 'T;OVAN. Director of the Office 
oT Titrate rlc Services, also issued a statement in 
which he praised the ’outstanding service’ of four of 
the officers in organising resistance groups in 
enemy-occupied northern Italy* ..These officers served 
with' an OSS unit of the Fifteenth Army Group ► They 
were GOFF, WPLTF, LOSSrWSEI and FTAffy * 


— \ 


_ A close reading of the fared If, l l "f> coition a cue warc-rir* 

tori ftar to which the above report mal es reference failed tc lon J ■■ 
the nows .it* mi mentioned, Thm‘o appears on name : M of this edition 
an Associated Press dispatch headlined: 


bfbYPAL HI £ SKI >L DEFENDS OF FI C2KS AOGTISw) OF BEING CG»K T LYSTS 
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"the Chief of Army Intelligence declared today that 10 
Army officers accused in newspaper articles of Comr.unist 
affiliations ana now 'actual! y ' engaged in upholding the United 
States by force*. 

"Eight of the in arc in combat oversea:-, T ’a,ior General 
"'LATfC'' H If SELL told an investigating House Dilitary Suhocnni t tee . " 

ironr the names listed were: first Lieutenants IRVING 

CO^T and VINCENT L0SS0WSKI; Second Lieutenants IRVING FAJAftS and 
HILTON WOLFS’. 

TV _ wi ^ M ^-k vi -i v's lr^» A V“» ,*“n 1 J r\ i i f~ f* - ■lVv* w ‘i "f "f .C / \ T FtI T 1 "H "1 f"* fl fO 

f d Mh’cU 11)^ uv uuc JiUUww ^Ui.jux y uu ijh-ui.^a 

Activities on "Communist infiltration of Hollywood Motion Picture 
Thdiistry" on Ar.ril 10, 1951, STERLING HAYDEN, a self-admitted Core must 
Party neri.bt r testified he left the Paramount Lotion picture Company 
in Hollywood on Senterber 5, 191P-* Shortly after he contacted the 
then Colonel "DONOVAN , Co-ordinator' of Information (later OSS). !.e. 
was 'informed wtrxrere ‘Training United States troops and volunteers in 
ruer rill a warfare . ‘ As a result of this,.. JJAXJKili went to Scotland where 
be trained as a paratrooper. .HAYDEN said he got in touch with PAVE'AL 


k. + 1 


p u. + rtj 4 . t 1 t-i in 

o'^i l. _ui -vj 


cinr*! /.ncl Tr Vi r> V, n- rl cni 1 pH n v/innrl h^n Vn H m V h i\ h 


V LWU^ J. 


J j (.Jt A I- 1 X _L_ V_4 R4 1 .4 L t./ _4 j J ' 


f -<.- f 


ViO?!pVA;Ps son* 

Houre Commit lee on Mn— American Activitien filer, contain'd a 
cop- of the September 1939 issue of the maray.ine, "Equal Justice", 
volume XIII, number ?, a monthly publication by the International 
til)or ; ~iJefense,*"'112 East 19th Street, Room 50)y, New York. City. Pare 
lour of the issue lists Colonel WILLI A*’ J. DONOVAN of New York as 
one of the head members of the National Cotirit tee of Sponsors, 

Mimaxnnc (-ii Viri-r na+. i nn.iT 1 v rirnwi npnt. nersnns ware listed as members of 

I i ULi r 17 1 L/V4^j U U I ' J. I n-t 1 /A VI -^-4- jy* - v r- - — — T ' - - 

the ronnittee. 

Tn its 1^)18 report, page 22ii, the California Cojairittee: on 
w n ->--' riooM Activities classifies "Equal Justice" among the publication 
frhich th« ru ittee found "to be Communist initiated arid control led, 
or so stronrl v infl .lenoed as to be in the Stalin solar system". 

EDGAR AN LET, ’VW'v.w was interv i ewed by the reporting agent 

r.n .Till v 1 _ lQCl. H<IW NER stated he writes a column on foweimn affairs 

^ I A ' ' 1 • J , ^7 ^ mu. jr s r J T " ' T “ ‘ ■*" ' , 

v’>3ch i s nationally syndicated three tine r: a w.-oh. r ‘ 0 V;h 1 Staten 
ha has long been associated with the Chicago bail;, dews and was 
closely acquaint 0 *! with F r »AM KNOX, now deceased. Publisher of the 
Chicago Daily News and Secretary of the Navy in I'diO* 

h'OiPPR recalls he was in Furope in 19Jt0 when he received 
instructions frer 1 KNOX to meet Colonel VJILLT 1 T ' j. P0;J0VaN in Loii.it. :i. 


\ / 
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Tt was FCWKER 1 s understanding that DONOVAN was in England to survey 
the defense preparations and attitudes of the British people for 
Secretary of the Navy, KNOX, In England NOW RE R furnished much ini r r- 
rcaticn to DONOVAN particularly that pertaining tc politics, DONOV. N 
made his contacts among military personnel* As an outgrowth of this 
association, MCKRER wrote a pamphlet regarding Nazi Fifth Column 
Activities in England. This nannhle-t was printed listing both NOWPER 
and DONOVAN as its authors. 


MOWRSR states *he has had some contact with DONOVAN from 
time to time since 19 hO, From reading recent newspaper articles he 
understands DONOVAN is under consideration for appointment as Ambassador 
to Thailand* MOVRER states he is of the opinion this is an excel? ^nt 
choice because of t. he sensitive situation exist! nr in the t wart of 
i.he world. TT e states D TT OV A T J 1 s military baohgrcun .3 and political 
"know how ! * will serve in the best interests of the United States in uh.it 
part of t^e world. l *e commented that anything he mirht report 
concerning r > , 'NO ,/ AN personally would be of a favorable nature. 
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ADMTNISTRAT 



PAGE 


j i 'j f ^ P ,jPs i ‘ r 

1 1 1 M he ^? rf i j r ^lbtion pertaining to THOMAS J. DONEGAN on page 
three of this report was taken from the New York report of SA JOSEPH 
M. KELLY dated .November 29, 19U8 in the matter ’’GREGORY", Espionage-R. 
DONEGAL* was reporting in connection with the activities of the Grand 
Jury meeting at that time. (WFO file 100-17h93-589B) 


information regarding the physical surveillance referred 
to on page four of this report appears in Washington Field Office 
letter to the Director dated December 11, 191*5 entitled "NATHAN 
GREGORY SILVE WASTER, wa, et al, Espionage-R". In connection with the 
statement appearing on page four of this report that no testimony 
directly linking WHEELER with General D3JOVAN was related by Miss 
BEKTD5Y, the Bureau may desire to note that in September 191*2 CSS 
advised over the signature of DONOVAN that no additional action was 
being taken as a result of reports under the Hatch Act which had been 
made available. This is reflected on page 135 of the Washington Field 
Office report of SA FLOYD L. JONES dated January 11*, 191*6 in the 
matter captioned "NATHAN GREGORY SI LVERMA S TER, wa, et al, Espionage-R, 
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EISENHOWER INVESTIGATIONS 


This is to advise as to the reason why 
investigation on the individual listed below has 
more than 3 weeks to complete* 

WILLIAM J. DONOVAN 
Investigation ordered 6-15-53 
Status - In dictation 


7, 1953 



the 

taken 


) 



Rosen — - 

TfRty — 

Geirty . — 

W oh> 

Wintfffowd — 
Tel<r. Roofrt — 
HoUom*fl —J-~ 


t t 

•f 



■ ' • 


tap 

k 

» 

* 


While the Investigation has generally been 
i highly favorable to General Donovan there Is considerable 
information regarding his "soft policy" toward pro- 
i Communists in the Office of Strategic Services at the 
time he headed that Agency. There is also information 
! as to pro -Communist employees In his law firm. Running 
i out and documenting this information has resulted in 
’the delay in completing this case. 

The summary has been dictated and is being 
J typed and every effort is being made to transmit it 

I by July 9» 1953* 
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July 15, 1953 



PERSONAL AND COMPIDXu'IAL 


Si MESSENGER 


The Honorable 

The Secretary of. State 

Washington, D. C. 

My deer Hr. Seci’etary: 

In accordance with the request contained in 
your letter dated June 12, 1953* there is attached 
a summary reflecting the results of the inquiries made 
by this Bureau concerning General Willi am J iio noyan. 

Thi3 investigation covers Inquiries as to 
the character, loyalty, general standing and ability 
of General Donovan but no inquiry has been made ns to 
the source of his income. 


Sincerely yours, 
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PERSONAL /HD CONP^NTIAL 
m KESJISN CSR 


Honorable Sherman Adams 
The Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 


My dear Mr. Adams: 

By letter dated June 12, 1953, Honorable Jonn 
Foster Dul-lps requested an investigation of General 
William jJ^Donovan. There is attached a summary 
reflecting the 'resTults of the inquiries made by this 
Bureau concerning General Donovan. A copy of this 
summery has been furnished to Mr. Dulles. 

Inis investigation covers inquiries es to 

the character, loyalty, general standing, and ability 
of General Donovan but no inquiry has been made as to 
the source of his income. 
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j.1 ••'•••'* ‘ ' WILLIAM J. DONOVAN 

•>.. 3PDCIAL INQUIRY 


By letter dated June IB* 1933, Honorable J o Sin Poster 
Dulles requested an investigation of General william J. Donovan. 
There is attached a summary reflecting results of inquiries 
made by this Bureau concerning General Donovan. Copies of this 
aummary have been forwarded to Mr. Dulles and Honorable Sherman 
Adams . 



This investigation covers Inquiries as to the 
character, loyalty, general standing, and ability of General 
• Donovan but no inquiry ha3 been made no to the source of his 
income . 
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WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN 



I. 


BIOOHAPHI CAL DATA 
Birth 
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No record For the birth of ’'/Lilian Josoph Donovan 
could be located In the records of the Bureau of Vital Statistics 
for the State of New. York; however, the 1992-93 edition of "Who's 
Who In America" lndloates that ho was born at Buffalo, New York, 
on January 1, 1883, the son of Timothy P. and Anna (Lnnnon) 
Donovan. It was also noted In connection with various employ- 
ment checks that Mr.- Donovan lists his birth date as January 1, 
IBB 3, nt Buffalo, New York. His parents hnvo boon dead since the 
oarly 1920's. 

Education 


The appointee ontered Columbia Colloge, 116th Street 
and Broadway, New York, New York, in September, 1903, and received 
on A.B. degree in June, 1905. He subsequently enrolled in the 
Columbia University Law School on September 25» 1905, and received 
an LL.B. degree on May 27, 1908. There was nothing of a derogatory 
nature noted In the appointee’s scholastic record rind none of his 
former orofossors were available for interview dur’nr the course 

S 

of tills investigation. 
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It was noted that Mr. Donovan lias boon a member of the 
Columbia College Alumni since 1922 and the Columbia University 
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Council on the Committee of Development and Pesearch 
a University, said Mr. Donovan Is presently the chair- 
above-named council. Mr. Burgles said tho moointco 
special advisor to Prosidont HI sonhower when ho was 
of Columbia University. He said Mr. Donovan had boon 
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appointed to the position by President Eisenhower and further 
that the appointee has been very active In the above council 
and has been largely responsible for its success and effec- 
tiveness. Fe said ho has worked closely with the eppointee in 
the functioning of this organization and hn3 found him to be 
an outstanding administrator, possessing an excellent character 
and roputntion. Ho recommended him most highly and said h<j is 
a loyal Amorican citizen whom ho would rocon-end for a position 
of trust. 


The appointee received the honorary decree of Doctor 
of Laws from Notre Dame University, South Bend, Indiana, on 
June 2 f 1929. The citation read as follows? "A lawyer and 
soldier, who has servod his oountry woll in high civil position 
end rare international distinction in the World ' f ar us leader 
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Mr. "Donovan was awarded an honorary degree of "doctor 
of Laws by Syraouse University, Syracuse, New York, in 1930« 


Employment 
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Mr. Donovan entered the practice of law at Buffalo, 
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1917 

- 1919 

0» Brian, Donovan and Goodyear 

1920 

J 

Donovan and Goodyear 

192k 

- 1925 

Donovan, Raichle and Depow 

1926 

- 1931 

Donovan and Faichle 

1911 


Donovan, Raichle and Fandell 

193k 

- 19'0 

Donovan and Raichle 


He was 

j* 

appointed Tint ted States Attornoy for the 


Western District of Dow York at Buffalo on February 7, 19??. 
"Persons contacted in the Buffalo area described Donovan r s a 
man of groat integrity whose word Is his bond. A 3 on example, 
they said while serving ns United States Attorney, ho had caused 
a raM uO be meWe upon the lockers of fellow members of the 
Sattirn Club, As a result, he was bitterly criticized by a number 
of prominent citizens end their animosity hns continued to the 
present timo. Thoy said that this la an indication of the fact 
that his character is unimpeachable and that at no time has there 
ever been any suspicion that ho was not the truo patriot lie is 
reported to bo. 
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Frank 0. Unichle, Jr., Genesee [’■nll'Unn, Puffalo, 

New York, said ho became acquainted with tho appointee shortly 
after World Wnr I and sovoral years lator they formed a 
partnership which continued until .19U0 at which time Mr, Donovan 
entered upon employment with the Federal Government. He said, 
however, that from 1929 until the termination of the partnership, 
the appointee took practically no part in firm affairs, his only 
interest being in feos on pending matters of minor character. 

Mr, Ua’ehle said that while associated with tho 
appointee, Mr. Donovan becnrno United States Attornoy for the 
Western District of New York. Ho recommended the appointee In 
the most laudatory terms. He said it la difficult to find words 
to adequately desoribe the excellent character of Mr, Donovan. 

In his opinion, tho appointee is a man of impeccable honesty 
In Tiis professional and personal relations. He saM M s habit3 
are oxomplary and ho is a true patriot In f not as well as by 
reputation. With regard to specific traits of character, Mr. 
FnlcWlo described Donovan no "indomitable, aggressive, and 
Independent” / IIo said his personality is "charming on* 1 ncgnetic” 
rnd ho is an exceedingly capable attorney. In tho latter regard, 
Mr. Relchle pointed out that while serving as United Ftates Attor- 
ney for the Western District of New York, the appointee success- 
fully tried a number of highly publicized casos and has been out- 
standing in appellate work. Ho concluded by 3tating that Mr. 
Donovan is versatile in all phases of legal practice. 



n _ 


_ 


a 


1 ol M'U 

i .,,n 

lull 

Mr 1 1 II 

( Irpi 

( 1 1 1 V II i 

ll.li l>n 
Kosen . _ 

Traty 

(■early 

U-.k. 

^ i nlrffn* cl 
1 fit. kiinm 
|loHom*n 
Sl* 0 O 

Miss Cifcndy 


Fir* uonovan was employ uu ziuruat 


n 1 . i n *"sl . 

1/t , 


VT 


m 


i. r. ^ 

lilU 


Department of Justlco, Offloo of the Attorney General, ns an 
Assistant Attornoy General, at Washington, D. G. This employment 
was torm’nated on March 2"}, 1925, as an Assistant Attornoy 
General by reason of appointment as Assistant to the Attornoy 
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General. II© was employed os Assistant to the Attorney General 
from March 23, 192£, at Washington, D. C., until March 2, 

1929, at which time ho resigned. 


New York 
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William P, Mitchell, Attorney, 20 Exchange Place, 

■k. New York, said he has known Ponovan for approximately 
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served in the department of Justice during the Colvin Coolldpe 
administration from 1921; to 1928 and were very friendly ond got 
along well together. Tie sai'’ this fooling became strained wjien 
his official capacity, he had had occasion to alter some of the 
legal briefs drawn up by the appointee. He said Mr. Ponovan 
resented these alterations and so advised him. 



following the election of Herbert Pnnver as ^resident 
In 1928, Mr. Mitchell said he was called to tho hone of Associate 
Justice of the Supreme Court Harlan Stone, who along with 
President-elect Hoover, who 'ins also thoro, recuestod bin to take 
the post of Attorney General in tho Hoover administration . Mr. 
Mitchell said he acquiesced and from that time on thr appointee 
detested him, feeling that he had undercut him to pet the Attorney 
Generalship, As a result of this appointment, Mr. Ponovan, early 
in 1929, resigned from the Department of Justice and went to New 
York Cltv to found hie law firm. 


Mr. Mitchell also stated that in the late 1920’s or 
early 1930 ’ 3 ono of tho appointee’s law partners, Frank ^a'chlc, 
was indicted by a Federal Grand Jury in Washington, P. C. f ns s 
result of a worthless bond doal. According to Mr. Mitchell 
Pnlchle protested his innocence stating that although the other 
individuals who were indicted resided at the same address as he. 
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he had no connection with them. At tills time, the appointee 
called upon Mr. Ftoichle in his partner’s behalf and asked him to 
h8ve tho indictment quashed. According to Mr. Mitchell, h<- told 
Ponovan that ho could not d 0 this but ho vrrote a letter to the 
federal Grand Jury, pointing out tho spotloss character and 
reputation of Hnichle and also pointin'* out his high standing : n 
the community . As a result og this letter, no action was taken 
against HnichLe. 

However, tn 7°31 and 1932, Hal chle was reindicted on the 
some charge nod . according to Mr. Mitchell, the appointee once again 
askod him to intervene, Mr, Mitchell said at, this timo tho appoint 
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t£ils request tolling the appointoe to lot the court action iw.ke 
Its course. It vns h’ s recollection that Ral chle was acquitted. 
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Hr, Hltcholl said ho consldors the appointee to be 
very capable and brilliant person and knows of no reason why 
ho should not be pi von a responsible Government position. He 
considers his loyalty to be unquestioned, 

Mr, Donovan served as Chief Counsel for the Now York 
Statn Fuel Administration from September 27 , 1922, until December ?1, 
1922, and received a flat fee of $£,000 for his services. 

The 19£3 edition of "Who's Who !n America" indicates that 
the appo’ntoe was a member of the United states relegation to the 
Customs Population Conference between the Nnlted States and 
Canada in 1923» Efforts to locate any specific record of this 
conference were \msuccessful. 


On December £, 1928, ’’Illlam J, Donovan was appointed 
by President Colvin Coolidpe to act as a commissioner representing 
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would remove all causes of controversy among the States of 
Colorado, New Mexico, and Texas, Ho journeyed to Santa Now 

Hoxico, on December 19, 1928, and wa3 elected chairman of the 
commission* The commission reconvened on .Tanuary 22, 1929, end 
subsequently reached on agreement which was signed as a compact 
on February 12, 1929. 
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He was appointed United States Representative by 
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in negotiations contemplated betv/ocn the States of Arizona, 
California, Nevada, Now Mexico, Htah, rn- 5 Wyoming, undo” an Act 
of Conpreas known ns the "Boulder Canyon Project Act" approved 
December 21, 1928, He presided at a formal conference at Santa 
Fe, New Mexico, from Debruary lij. to March £, 1929, and at 
subsequent conferences. This commission failed to reach an agree- 
ment. 


Mr, Donovan served os counsel to the Legislative 
Commission to rev! so the laws of New York Stnto Public Service 
Commission in 19?9« Honorable John Knight, Hn'ted States District 
Court Judge, Western District of New York, Buffalo, New York, said 
he had aopointed Mr, Donovan to the above position and for 
sevc. ai months thereafter had worked in close collaboration 
with him on affairs of the commission. Judge Kn ! pht said he has 
a high regard for Mr, Donovan as an Attorney an' 1 ns a man. He 
Tolson described him os an outstandinp patriot of high principles, 
i»« dependable and of excellent associates and reoutntlon. 
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Pelston P. Irv I ne,. -Senior Partner, Donovan, Leisure, 
Kowton, and Irvine, 2 Wall Street, Hew York, Haw 'jforkj ' ■*£%£. 
ns bean associated with Mr# Donovan since 1926 
the Department . 9 Y Justice# Ha said Mr# Donovan fb_. 
jeh bears his name , ! n approximately 19 ?9# He desepj. 
o or the greatest 11 vine Americans from the point 

.bet ho has rondered to the United States# Mr# 

says he knows nothing dororatory concerning the anpolntee And 
recommends him moat highly for a position of trust* 
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The “Second Annual report of the national Meditation 
Board for the Fiscal Year jSnding June 30, 1936” lists arbitration 
hearings on August 12, 1935# In the dispute between the American 
Train Dispatchers' Association and the Boston and^Mtlne Fallroad 
over the question r Shall tifaln dispatchers handle centralised 
traffic control systems from AP tower or shall such system be 
handled bv train dispatchers?" Colonel William J. Donovan was 
the "neutral member" of tho board which was a ’.so made ui of 
R. Killer, Assistant non oral. Manager of the Boston and Maine ' 
BaTlr’ond and 0. II. Bracsc, V'ce President, Amorlesn Train 
Dispatchers' Association. Both of theso Individuals were con- 
tacted during tho course of the ourrent Investigation and ^reese 
said ronovan Impressed him as e man of excellent character, "U 
f air-minded, honest, and an extreme ly loyal ond patriotic 
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position of trust with the Povernncnt. Mr. Killer was unable 
to onfPIcI ent.ly recall the arnolntee to comment concerning him# 

t , 

i ( 

The 195?-53 edition of "Who's Who in America" indicates 
that Donovan was an unofficial observer for the Secretary of the 
Havy In Creot Britain during July and August of 1940 and la .. 

Southeast Europe from Docf.mfcor, 1940, to March, 1941* Efforts ffjgg; 
locate any of 

?t!**afod July 11, 19f*0, directed hy the Department .§£ 

State to the Ambassador at London informing him that the f 
of the Havy desirod to sond Colonel willlmn j. Donovan to En 
for a brief aurvoy and report on certain aspects of tho British 
defense situation# According to this souree, Donovan was to leave 
the United States on July 14, 1940, ond was to report to the 
Ambassador upon hi a arrival In London# • < 

Department of State flea also oontaln s telegram dated! 
Moveraber 30, 1940# directed, to tho Amor* ©on Loratlon «A 
Listen, Portugal, Informing tho Legation that Secretary of 

tx had arranged for Colonel Donovan to make an 0bioi 
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*Mr, Donovan was appointor coordinator of information 
by ty***4dent Fooaevelt on July 7, 1941* On April 2, 1943, i 

of tho Of floe £f Strategic Services, he was ©fflcitll 
r coalbed to active duty In tho Array as a Colonol. On October 
1945#the was relieved as director of tho Office of Strotegiff 
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of bn unfavorable nat'ire concerning tho anpolntee appears III 
file covering the abovo period of employment* 

Lepal Backrround 

William J* Donovan applied to take the New York State 
Bar examination on March 21, 1907* Ha took the examination on 
October 22, 1907, pasaed yid was certified to the’ Fourth Judicial 
Department, Rochester, New. Yorks on November 7, 1907* He- was 
adr.lttod to the Supreme Court, Fourth Judicial Department. 
Rochester, New York, during 'the Fovombor torn, 1907, and filed an 
oath to practice os an attorney in New York State on December 24, 
1907. TTe has been e momber of the New York State Bar Association 
since 1914 fl nd has continued hi a membership to the present tlms 
end is In pood standing. No derogatory information concerning 
Mr. Donovan la contained in the files of tho >'© w York State Board 
of Law Examiners, or the New York State Bar Association. 

Mr. Donovan was admit tod to practice in the Dnlted 
States District Court for the ’.-’ostom District of New York, 
Buffalo, New York, on April 2 ?., 1911. ho has beer, continually 
a member In pood standing of tho £rie County Bar Association, 
Buffalo, since September, 1909. No grievances have ever bean 
filed against Mr. Donovan w'th this Bar Association. Mr*. Irene 
Yatu, Assistant Secrotary of tho lirie County Bar Association, say 
she has known the appointee by reputation os o highly capable 
ettornoy of excellent' character end associates. She also ssld 
that hio f oncer partners wore* likowl .80 highly rerorded lawyers o 
excellent character and roputatlon. 
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The appointee was elected to membership in the Now 
York City Bar Association on February 2, 1922, and has held tho 
following offices* 1931 - 1914 » on the executive oonmlttee; 

W34. on the nominating eonmittee, end since 1922 hoe been e 
sustaining member of the association. Be has been e member of 
lev York County Lawyers ' Association since. 1929 end la presently 
e sustaining membor In good standing. The eonmittee on Dieeipii 
New York City, has no record of any action against the appointee 
• Conmlttoe on Grievances of the Association of the 
New York likewise ^plains no record of any set! 
ten against Mr. Donovan. 
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Political Fnckgrounfl 

Mr. Donovan wns the Republican candidate for Lieutenant 
Governor Of, the State of New York in tho -election of 19??, hut 
was defeated by George Lunn. Ho was the Republican candidate 
for Governor of the State of Mew York in 193? and was defeated 
by Herbert IT. Lehman* 

Marital Status 


Tho appointoo married Ruth Rumsey and they had two 
children, David Rumsey Donovan, oge approximately thirty-five, 
who presently operates an experimental farm at Herryville, 
Virginia, and Patricia Donovan who was killed in an automobile 
accident about eleven years a go while attending college. Persons 
contacted advised that tho nopointee’s wife was a no mb or of n 
wealthy and socially/ prominent fan! lx and her brother, Rexter 
Rumsov, la President of the Erie County Havings Honk, ’-ufCclo, 

Now York.. Persons who wore acquainted with IIr 3 . Donovan described 
hor as a loyal citizen of excellent character, reputation, and 


associates • 


Service Record 


The appointoo served as an enlisted men In tho "ow v ork 
State National Cuard from October, 1911, until October lb, 1912, 
attaining the rank of Sorgcant. On October 17, 1912, he vmc 
commissioned a Captain In tho New York State National Guard and 
was subsequently musterod Into Federal sorvico at Governors 
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Ho commanded tho 3rd Squadron, McAllon, Texas, until October 19, 

1916, when he became Jud^e Advocate. He commanded Troup I until 
mustered out of Federal • servico at P-uffalo, Mew vork, on March 19, 

1917. 


He again reported for duty on July 19, 191?. ;T o held 
the rank of Major and was Adjutant of the Fist Infantry brigade, 
6 th Divio! on, Now York State v atLonnl Guard. In August, 1917. he 
was assigned to the 69th Now Yor 1 - T «-'f'--*-ry and at Camp Miller was 
placed in commend of the 1 st R« tt>l ‘ 0-1 ^3 the unit prepared for 
foreign service. 


ToKon — 

I j.hl 
Nk hoi « 

I I clmnru 
( \e-tv 

t ■ | s vm . - 

1 1,1 r ho 
Ktmrri 

Tr»ty 

("■ca«y — - 
Mohr 

■*: .1- 

»mmi i"« 0 

1 rJr. Ro«ifll 
Holloman . 


* Donovan entered the front lines in 

in numerous campaigns until severely wounded 
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He was subsequently promoted to Colonel on March 9, 1919, and 
placed In command of a regiment stationed In Germany, he 
served as inspector and instructor in the Provost Marshal 
General^s Department In Paris, France; returned to the United 
States on April 21, 1919, and was demobilized at Hoboken, New 
Jersey, on May 14, 1919. 
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conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the cell 
of duty In France on October 14-15, 1918. He was also awarded 
the Distinguished Service Cross for extraordinary heroism in 
action from July 28-31, 1918. The Distinguished Service Medal 
was awarded to Mr. Donovan for exceptionally meritorious and 
distinguished service. The brief contained in his file which 
was drawn up in 1926 indicated he was the only member of the 
Army awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor, Distinguished 
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formed during World War I. 


He accepted appointment as a Colonel, Infantry, Officers 
Reserve Corps, on May 14, 1921, and was transferred to the Cavalry, 
Officers Reserve Corps, on February 4, 1922. He became a 
Brigadier General on March 24, 1943, as Director of the Office of 
Strategic Services. On December 7, 1944, he was promoted to 
Major General, the rank he held upon his release from active duty. 
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Results of Investigation 
Interviews 


In addition to the interviews which have been set forth 
above, the following individuals who were contacted during the 

ftnnnr.A rtf 1 f: b f nu^qH cn hf nn falcrhlir r» nr*, ft ri h hft finnnl 
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as to hi3 character, loyalty, reputation, associates, and ability. 
Typical of these interviews are the following: 
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Belmont 
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Mohr 
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Tele. Rnt. 
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Vindy 


Lucius D. Clay, Chairman of the Doerd, Continental Cun 
Company, 100 Fast 42nd Street, New York, New York, said he hud 
worked closely with the appointee in Washington, D. C., during 
World War II and had visited with him both in Germany and New York 
ojx numerous occasions. He said he has the highest regard for his 
character* r6putatlon # assooia tos f and consldorn him to bo an out- 
standing citizen of the United States whose loyalty is beyond 
question. He said his many successful associations with the United 
States qualified him for any top Government position. 



J. Edward Lunbard, United States attorney for the 
Southern District of New York and a law partner of the appointee, 
s a id the appointee Is the greatest patriot In the United States 
and tho most decorated American civilian; He said the appointee 
haa boen entrusted with responsible and confidential positions 
by every President since Woodrow Wilson. He said in his opinion, 
the appointee would bo tho best representative the United States 
could send abroad ns he has better contacts In foreign countries 
than nny person In the United States w„th the possible exception 
of the President himself. Mr, Lunbard said the appointee has 
groat qualities of imagination and resourcefulness. He also said 
he has an enormous amount of onergy for a man seventy years old. 
He reoommended him unqualifiedly for a position of trust with the 
Government. 


t 


Alexander Roltzoff, Judge, United States District Court, 
District of Columbia, said bo was employed in the Department of 
Jus lice with the appointee. He said Donovan was and is a very 
dynamic porson possessed of an abundance of well controlled end 
well directed energy. He said the appointee has a 'fine 'mind , and 
is known as a very capable organizer. Judgo Roltzoff summed up 
his comments by stating he would highly recommend Donovan for any 
position tAiioh the United States Government might consider him. 


Tho Honorable Herbert Hoover, former President of the 
United States, Waldorf Towers, Ucw York City, said ho has known 
Mr. Donovan since 19 and since that tine has maintained his 
association with him on' 1 constantly keeps In touch with him. 

Mr. Hoover recommended the appointee most highly for a oosition 
with tho Government and said he knew nothlnr derogatory concerning 
him. 
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Allen Dulles, Director of the Central Intelligence 
Agency, Washington, U, C . , said he was closoly associated with 
Mr. Donovan during World War IT and found him to bo a very 
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,adml t ted 'from time to timo he has had differences of oolnlon with 

& 

Donovan but a 3 far ns he vjds conoorncd. It would not have any 
bearing In connection with any position the oovernmont might have 
In mind for him. He omphaslzed that Donovan was an intense, 
and patriotic American and thcro was no doubt In his n'nd con- 
cerning \ Is absolute loyalty to the United States Government. 

Mr. Dulles concluded by saying it was his understanding that Mr. 
Dpnovan was being considered for tho position of United States 
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James W. Ackell, Donovan, Leisure, Lumbar d, Newto 
and Irvine, 2 Wall Street, New York, New York, 

A* ^ 

Dr. James C. Bronbrlght, Professor of Economies, 
Columbia University, New York, New York, 

* m -* • -• - . 

Ugo Carusl, Representative of the United Nations 
High Commissioner Tov Hsfugsss In ths United Ststes^ 
Washington, D. C. 

r . . . • , , -• ' 

"" ‘ _ r % ‘ . ' | 

■i 

Russell Hardy, Attorney, 1320 Jefferson Place, 
Northwest, Washington, D. C. 

Norman J* Morrison, Attorney, 163<2 K Street, Northwest, 
Washington, D. C* 

i 

■ V 

Charles D. Lawrence, Judge, United States Customs 

Court, New York, New York, 

, • ** ' . , 

Edgar Ansel Mowrer, Syndicated Columnist, Washington, 

D, C. 
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An Informant of known reliability -;:wbo is well versed 
In Communist activities In the labor union field advised that 
his experience with the appointee has never been favorable. 

He said that Donovan has always been "soft and mushy" In his 
treatment of Communists and Communist Infiltration of organise* 
tions under his control. This Informant said Donovan would 
never take a firm stand against Communists in the Government, 
Unions, or the United Nations. He said he considers him "anti* 
antl-Communlst". The Informant said his comments were not based 
on speclfio Incidents but rather on general Impressions and 
observations. This Informant would not recommend the appointee 
for a position of trust with the Government. 
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columnist who has general knowledge of various activities through 
out the United States, advised during the course of this Investi- 
gation that he had made inquiry concerning Mr. Donovan for his 
own use. He said the appointee* s law firm represents a public 
relations firm. Allied Syndicate. Aocordinj 



- 12 - 


Tracy 

1_ ,u »k!i* 

uo*r 

t jftterrowrf 

Tek. R. 

HoIJorja 

Gaedy 



/ 



Ambassador to Thailand, and he personally feels that the appointee 
has the necessary background, independence, and ability to 
handle this job in a very capable manner* 

In addition to the above interviews, the following 
persons who were contacted furnished similar comments. 

nr. Carlos C. Aldon, Dean FmoritU3 of the Tinivorsity 

of Buffalo School of Law, Buffalo, New York. 

James W. Porsons, Official Referee in B-ankiuptoy, 

Western Dlstrlot of New York, Buffalo, Now York. 

Carlton A. Fisher, Justice of the New York State 

Supremo Court, 8th Judicial Division, Buffalo, Now York. 

Dnvid w. Sower 3 , Campanile Apartments, Rir'Tnlo, Now York. 
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William King, Secretary ol’ the New York State Senate, 
Albany, Now York. 

Dr. Finla G. Crawford, Vico-Chancellor , Syracuse 
Tinivorsity, Syracuse, New York. 


Ha 1-Vii , « 1 nf o 
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the City of New York. 


Par 


a nsoci atlon of 


Breck P. McAllister, Donovan, Leisure, Lombard, Newton, 
and Irvine, 2 Wall Street, Now York, New York. 

Otto C. Dorinp, Jr., Donovan, Leisure, Lunbard, Newton, 
and Irvine, 2 Wall Street, New York, Now York. 

Colonel Walter BlTfth. Ac tinp: Secretary. Republican 

"* — i. W ** ir ^ -¥ 

State Committee, i).l East L|.2nd Street, New York, New York. 


Barryr Hopkins, 1 Sutton "Place, New York, New v ork. 

Harry Smith, 1 Sutton Place, ”ew York, Now York. 

Harry "Robbins, 4 Sutton Place, New York, New York. 

Henry Deforest Alexander, 4 Sutton Plnco, v ew York, 
New York. 


Paul Hammond, 230 Park Avenue, Now York, New York. 
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to this informant, Kr. Donovan was alleged to have headed a ‘ , ^' l | r ’ 

recent committee which was to ask President Elsenhower to ousty^n 
United States Senator Joseph McCarthy of Wisconsin, He further ‘n’-i 
stated that the appointee's law firm was alleged to have ~ “° 5 ‘ U1 

represented the Chinese generals who absconded with millions 
of Nationalist Chinn's funds. This informant 3uid,he considers 
Donovan to bo a "bubblehoad" who novsr pot touph with the 
Communists In the Office of Strategic Services, He would not 
recommend the appointee for a position of trust. 

Information Concerning Employment of Pro»Communlsts in the 
Off ico ol' Strategic Services 




Elizabeth Terrill Bentley tostl fled un^er oath before 
the House Committee on un-American Activities on July ^1, 19l|H, 
at whi^I - w \rae sho admitted that she was e former member of the 
Communist Party and oporated as a courlor in a Soviet espionage 
network between I 9 J 4 .I and 19U!?» She Identified Duncan Chaplin 
Lee of the Offioe of Strategic Services as one of her contacts. 
She explained that there was a circle of lawyers around General 
Donovan at the Office of Strategic Services and Lee was one of 
them. According to her, Lee provided her with all types of 
Information including highly secret Information on what the 
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such things as the fact that the Office of Strategic Services 
was trying to mako secret negotiations with Governments in the 
Balkan group in case the war ended; that they wore parachuting 
people Into Hungary; that r'l Offioe of Strategic Services people 
were bejng sent T to Turkey to operate in the Balkans and that 
General' Donovan ’’as Interested in having an exchange between 
the Office of Strategic Services and Pussla’s NKVP. Sho further 
testified that Lee was a member of tho Communist Party and hod 
worked in General Donovan's law firm prior to coming Into the 
Office of Strategic Servicos, 


Mr, Lee testified under oath before tho above committee 
on August 10, l9h.H , at which time ho acknowledged acquaintanceship 
with Miss Bentley hut categorically denied having ever been a 
Communist or ever having divulged classified information to any 
unauthorized persons. He said ho was employed In General Donovan's 
law firm for three years and was then brought into the o^ci CQ of 
Strategic Sorvlcos by the General. Ha said he had boon sent on 
two missions to China by General Donovan nnl on the first mission 
In "1914-^, ho did not get to China but on the socond mission In 
July, 19^, ho wept with General Donovan and returned the first 
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we ok in October, 191*?. No further pertinent information 
regarding tho relationship between the appointee and Dunoan 
Lee was noted in the above records# 

The records of another Government ageney which 
onduots personnel and aeourlty-type Investigations* refleot 
that Dunoan Lee was separated from active duty as a Lieutenant 
Colonel in the United States Army on January 2!i. 19L6. and 
on April 3* 1946, upon the recommendation of General Donovan 
was awarded the Army Commendation Medal# . ’ r y 



During another Investigation b^ this Bureau, an 
informant of unknown rail abill ty* :i who Jjajk access to information 
concerning Ifce activities and Individuals connected with the 
srpolntee’s law firm advised In the early part of 1953 that 
&e vas veil acquainted with Duncan Lee when Lee was employed 
with that law firm# He described him as an extremely nervous 
end timid Individual Who he believed lacked the personal oourage 
to have been a Communist or to have engaged in espionage 
activities# He did say that Lee had been active In the affairs 
of the HussijCvar Belief because he had been assigned by the 
firm to assist In the corporate organisation of this group# 

This assignment reportedly came about because of the Interest 
of General Donovan and others in the law firm In the establish- 
ment of Russia War Relief, 
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Lee because of tills connection with the Russia_War Felief^however, 
they did not gtt. Ibute his connection with the~ organisation to any 
particular interest In Communism or Soviet Russia# The fourth 
report of the Senate Fact-Finding Committee on Un-American 
Activities, California State Legislature, lists the Russian War 
Relief, Incorporated, as a Communist front organisation and states 
on page 3£8 *s follows* "While- it Is undoubtedly true that many 
well-lntentjpined loyal Americans were trleked into believing that 
the Russia.. War Relief was a bona fide American agenev, the herd 

core of Communist Influence: and direction is evident"# ' 

, • < *■ ' . ‘ 

i 1 

Elisabeth Bentley also testified at the time referred .... 
to above that in Addition to Duncan Lee, those of her oontaota 
who were employed In the Office of Strateglo Services were Maurice 
Halperin, head of the La t! n American Division In the Researoh 
and Analysis Branch; J# Julius Joseph, Japanese Division; Helen 
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Tenney. Spanish T)ivision; and Donald Niven Wheeler, She said 


haiperm was a Communist from whnmahe Collecteu auea 


BiiCi 


V. — 
LIU 


furnished her with various types of information as he had 
access to that which the Office of Strategic Services wac getting 
on Latin America; had access to world-wide information of 
vnrIO'i 3 sorts and roported to her that the Office of Strategic 
Services had an arrangement wl th the State Department whereby 
he could gee State Department cables on vital ' mues. 
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She said her Inst contact with Halpurin occurred in 
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Strategic Sorvloes. Her Pussian contact, "Jack", told her in 
early 19U *> that Halperln had been accused by Oenerol r c novan of 
being a Soviet agent ard, following tiii3 accusation, ITalporln 
failed to appear two or three times 'to meet his contact. 
Background information Inserted i- n the house Committee on Un- 
American full vltloa record during Hiss T ’ent ley’s testimony 
'g'dicat-d that Halporin was employed In the Office of Strategic 
Services from September, 19UV» to October, 19)4.9, and in the 
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With reference to J. Julius ^osoph, Miss Bentley 
testified that she had collected Communist Party dues from him 
and based upon his employment he was in a posl tion to furnish 
her Information regarding, both Jan an ?, nd husia, She said 
Joso-h* 8 wife was also u-mP 1 oyed by the office of* strategic 
Services for approximately six ’•-onths In the " rbl’clty Division, 
and she too was a Communist. She gave no testimony directly 
relating Joseph Nith General Donovan* 

* 

Miss Bentley informed the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities th't olen B Tenney was n Communist who Wft3 first 
employed In the Spanish Division at the Office of Strategic 
Servicer and later handled the Balkans. Wo testimony directly 
relat T ng Helen Tenney with the appointee was given by Miss 'ontlcy 
Similarly, no testimony directly linking Donald Niven '-heeler 
with General Donov-.n was related by Mias Bentloy. 

hmersun P. Schmidt, .uercto^y, Committee ol‘ '-'ocial Ism 
and Communion, United States Chamber of Commerce, testified before 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities on March 26, 19)t7, 
at which time lie entered Into the record a report of th- United 
States Chamber of Commerce ontltlcd "Communists within the 
gjivornnont" • ' In tills report opneers the following; 
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"As Into os March, 19J<-'-’, (Major General Will’ am J . ) 
Donovan hod defended the employment tn tho OSS of such well-known 

Communists oe Irving Goff, Irvine Fnjans, Milton Wolff, and 

Trtnanufllrl _ A rmmhfm rtf' nr*n-nnmniTin1 wt.fl In thft OSS UflTQ 

V 4. A I W ViA V 4^V/ W W vr »? V rft ■ * w w a Jp- r » w wb « vw w ' — — 

1/ subsequently blanketed Into fi!&rategio intelligence posts in the 

State Department. Granting the General’s thesis that '’no foreign 

policy can bo stronger than the * nformation upon which It is 

y/ based’,! it can be seen how consideration -of war-time expediency 
have endangered our safety.” 



Tho "Washington Post" for July 19, 19h9, on page 7, 
carries on article captioned, "Army Defends 16 Offices Listed 
As 3elng Tinged With Communi'sml'^ Tho article went on to quote 
tho War Department as saying that the men had proved their 
loyalty to America. Tho names were given to a House Military 
Subcommittee In private testimony which was subsequently 
released and included tho following: "Lioutennnt Irving Fajon 
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the Young Communist League mombors fighting the Spanish Civil War. 


"Lieutenant Irving Goff, Offico of Strategic Services, 
Washington, speaker. Communist School, How York City, and a 
member of tho Abraham Lincoln Brigade in Spain. 

"Lieutenant Vincont Lossow3kl , Of ''lco of Strategic 
Services, Washington, fought with the A hr ah* am Lincoln p ricn^o 
in the Spanish Civil ’War. 


"Lieutenant Milton Wolff, Office of Strategic Services, 
Washington, National Commander of tho Communist-controlled 
Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln 3rlgado. 


"Major General William J. Donovan, Director of the Office 
of Strategic Services, also issued a statomont in which he praised 
tho ’ outstanding service’ of four of the officers in organizing 
resistance groups in cnomy-occupiod Northorn Italy. These officers 
served with an OSS unit of tho l£>th Army Group. They were Co^f, 
Wolff, Losaowaki, and Frans." 


It is to bo noted that tho You re ■ Communist League r.nd 

the Abraham Lincoln Brigade have been cited by the Attorney 

» . ■ ^ »» 

honors! as coming within the purvlow of Lxecutlvo Order 10U l >0. 
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During a hearing by the House 
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Communist Party member testified he left the Paramount Motion 
Picture Company on September 5, 1941* Shortly thereafter, he 
contacted the then Colonel Donovan, Coordinator of Information 
and was informed that the United States was training troops 
and volunteers in guerrilla warfare. As a result of this, 

Hayden said he went to Scotland where he trained as^paratrooper . 
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previously he had sailed around the world with Donovan's son. 


Miscellaneous 


The House Committee on Un-American Activities files 
■’ contain a copy of the September, 1939., Issue of the magazine 
"Equal Justice" volume XIII, number 7, a monthly publication 
by the International Labor Defense, 112 East 19th Street, New 
York City* Page four of this issue lists Colonel William J. 

Donovan of Hew York as one of the head members of the National 
Committee of Sponsors. It was noted that numerous other 
nationally prominent persons were listed as members of that 
committee. In Its 1948 report on page 2d 4, the California 
Committee on Un-American Activities classifies "Equal Justice" 
as among the publications which the committee found "to be Communist 
initiated and controlled or so strongly Influenced as to be In 
the Stalin solar system". 
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Nathan Witt testified under oath before the House 
Committee on "n-Amerlcan Activities on September 1, 1950, at which 
time he stated that^ during the 1932-33 period when he was folxowing 
the private proctiye of law, he had been employed In the office 
of William J. Donovan. David Whittaker Chambers, in testifying 
before the House Committee on Un-American Activities on August j, 
1948* said he Jo 1 ne d the C ommun 1st Party in 1924 and for a numb a r 
of years prior to 1937, served in the Communist Party under- 
ground, principally In Washington, D. C. He said the original 
purpose of the underground was infiltration of the American 
Government. Tne hood of the underground at this time, according 
to Chambers, was Nathan Witt, an attorney for the National Lubor 
Relations Board. It Is to be noted that 'Jltt, in testifing 
under oath before this committee on August 20, 1948, said he had 
formerly been employed by the National Labor Relations Board out 
declined to state whether he knew David Whittaker* Chambers. 
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During the course of this investigation, the records 
of the following Government agencies were checked and either 
no information or no additional information to that previously 
set forth In thi3 report was obtained. 

G-2 # Department of the Army 

United States Civil Service Commission 

Central Intelligence Agency 

house Committee on Un-American Activities 

v Security Division, Department of Sauce 

l 

\ I ^ 

V - United Staces Park Police 

f • - * .. : 

The records of the Passport Division, Department of 
State, reflect numerous passports have been issued to the 
appointee from 1928 to the present time in connection with 
official travel as a representative of the various branches 
of the Government with which he has been employed. Wo 
unfavorable information was contained therein. 

Credit and Criminal 


The records of the Credit Bureaus and law enforcement 
agencies covering the various places of education, residence, 
and employment of the appointee were checked and no unfavorable 
information was obtained. 


Relatives 


All persons contacted during the court, e of the Investi- 
gation who were acquainted with the various members of tiie immediate 

Tr*cy 

LauKhkin 

Mohr . - 

tjoternj* - d 

T elr. Hit 

Hoi I m • r* . — . 

Gindy w j 



T ol son . 

I. add 
Nichols . 
Urlnonl , 

Cl ej" — 

Gkavtfl 

Harbo _ , 





f nu lly or the appointoe highly recommended thorn as to their 
character, loyalty, and reputation. It was determined that 
his brother, Timothy, who died' about twelve yoo/rs ago, was an 
outstanding oTtlzen of Buffalo, New York. His other brother, 
Vincent, is reportedly a Catholic (Priest , who for many years 
was assigned to New York Clt^. /ri^only sister of Hr. r 'onovan , s, 
Loretta, lived for several years in Ohio but later moved to 
tho Far West. Her first husband reportodly died and she has 
remarried but her present addfreas is not known. 

i 

The rocords of tho Credit Bureaus and law enforcement 
agencies covering me presen t \ places of residence of the 
appointee’s son David and his wife fluth were chocked and no 
unfavorable information concerning t^iera was found. 
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IN REPLY* PLEASE RLFER TO 
F(LE NO. . 


Mitch §tatc3 3cp;r tnumt of . ire 
Dxhrral il’mran i4 Imieaftgntion 
SHaslftnsjtoti 25, SX CT. 


July 15, 1953 
WILLIAM JOSEPH DONOVAN 


\ 


CONFIDENTIAL 


I. BIOGRAPHICAL DATA 
Birth 


No record for the birth of William Joseph Donovan 
could be located In the records of the .Bureau of Vital Statistics 
for the State of New York; however, the 1952-53 edition of "Who's 
Who in America" reflects that he was born at Buffalo, New York, 
on January 1, 1853, the son of Timothy P. and Anna (Lannon) 
Donovan. It was also noted in connection with various employ- 
ment checks that Mr.. Donovan lists his birth date as January 1, 
I 883 , at Buffalo, New York. His parents have been dead since the 


Education 


Hie appointee entered Columbia College, 116th Street 
and Broadway, New York, New York, in September, 1903, and received 
an A.B. degree in June, 1905- He subsequently enrolled in the 
Columbia University Law School on September 25, 1905, and received 
an LL.B. degree on May 27, 1908. There was nothing of a derogatory 

nnhurA In ■h’h r flrmnl nhftQ * S r iY h olflRt.i a t> r r. nnH n rm r nf "h 1 R 

“ XT' 


J t v v 


A J W A A V 


former professors were available for interview during the course 
of this investigation. 


It was noted that Mr. Donovan has been a member of the 
Columbia College Alumni since 1922 and the Columbia University 
Law School Alumni since 1928. Mr. Theodore S. Ruggles, Assistant 
Director, Council on the Committee of Development and Research 
of Columbia University, said Mr. Donovan is presently the chair- 
man of the above-named council. Mr. Ruggles said the anpointee 
had been a special advisor to President Eisenhower when he was 
President of Columbia University. He said Mr, Donovan had been 
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General. H© was employed as Assistant to the Attorney General 
from March 23, 1925, Washington, D. C., until March 2, 

1929, at which time he resigned. 


William D, Mitchell, attorney, 20 Exchange Place, 

New York, New York, said he has known Donovan for approximately 
thirty years in a professional relationship. He said both 
served in the Department of Justice during the Calvin Coolidpe 
administration from 1924 to 192W and were very friendly and got 
along well together. He said this feeling became strained when 
his official capacity, he had had occasion to alter some of the 
legal briefs drawn up by the appointee. He said Mr. Donovan 
resentod these alterations and so advised him. 


m 


Following the election of Herbert Hoover as President 
in 1928, Mr. Mitchell said he was called to the home of Associate 
Justice of the Supreme Court Harlan Stone, who along with 
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the post of Attorney General in the Hoover administration. Mr. 
Mitchell said he acquiesced and from that time on the appointee 
detested him, feeling that he had undercut him to get the Attorney 
Generalship. As a result of this appointment, Mr* Donovan, early 
in 1929, resigned from the Department of Justice and went to New 
York City to found his law firm. 

Mr. Mitchell also stated that in the late 1920 1 s or 
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was indicted by a Federal Grand Jury in Washington, D- C., as a 
result of a worthless bond deal. According to Mr. Mitchell, 
Raichle protested his innocence stating that although the other 
individuals, who were indicted resided at the same address as he, 
he had no connection with them. At this time, the appointee 
called upon Mr. Mitchell in his partner’s behalf and asked him to 
have the indictment quashed. According to Mr. Mitchell, he told 
Donovan that he could not do this but be wrote a letter to the’ 
Federal Grand Jury, pointing out the spotless character and 
reputation of Raichle and also pointing out his high standing in 
the community. As a result of this letter, no action was taken 
against Raichle. 
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same charge and, according to Mr. Mitchell, the appointee once again 
asked him to intervene. Mr. Mitchell said at this time the appointee 
was o-ampaignlng for the Governorship of New York and he had refused 
this request telling the appointee to let the action take 

its course . It was his recollection that Raichle was acoultted. 
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Pel 3 ton P. Irvine,. -Senior Partner, Donovan, Leisure, 
Kowton, end Irvine, 2 Vail Street, Wei# York, Rewfork, 
ns been associated with Mr. Donovan since 1926 When 
the Department jfcf Justice, Re said Hr* Donovan fpjjhd 
jCh bears his none , T n onproxlnotely 19 ?9. Hedeaoi&b 
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lorviBb *bbet he hns ronderod to the United States* Mr, ..“ 
.says he knows nothin? derogatory concerning the anpointea 'and 
rooomends him roost hlfhly Tor a position of trust* 


l L’OQIJ mo 




4 m< 




The "Second Annual report of the Rational Meditation 
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Board for the Plooal Year Ending June 30, 1936" lists arbitration^ 
hear in? a on August 12, 1935# In the dispute between the AroarToac 




Train Dispatchers* Association and the Boston and Mt-lno Railroad 
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traffic control systens frdm AP tower or ehall such system be 
handled bv train d! spatobena*" Colonel Vi 111 am j, Donovan was 
the "neutral number" of the board which was also ciudo ui of 
P. P. tfl Her, Assistant nonoral. Manager of the Boston and Maine 
Bollrond and 0. II. Braces, vee President, Amor lean Train > ’ r ^'ig££- 

Dlapatchers* Association. Both of theso Individuals were con* “ 
tacted during tho coerce of the current Investigation and £Lreese <, 
snld ronovan Impressed him es a man of excellent character, 
fair-minded, honest, and an extremely loyal ond patristic j 
American citizen. Mr, Rraosc rccormendod the appolntoe for a 
position of trust with thr* Government. Mr. Killer was unable • 
to enf ficlently reeall the err) 0 Inteo to comment concerning him. 
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The 1952*53 edition of "Who’s Who in America" Indicates 
that Donovan was an unofficial observer for the Secretary of the 
Ravy In Great Britain during July and August of 1940 and 1* 
Southeast Europe from Docf-mbor , 1940# to March, 1941* Effort# 
locate any offjclalrecor d co nc ern lnr the ab ove emplo ym ent w*S&tt 
luccessful^^WT^^'T^S 

!eTeT’Tf , nr* , atod July 11, 1940, directed by the Department >*£ 
State to the Ambassador at London infoitnlng him that the Retire 
of tho Ravy deal rod to aend ' Colonel V! ill mn j, Donovan to Pot" 
for a brief survey and report on certain aspect# of tho Brliltt 
defense situation. According to this souroe, Donovan wea to leave 
the Uhl ted States on July Hi* 1940, and was to report to. tho 
Ambassador upon his arrival In London, 
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Department of State f*les also contain a tolecram dated 


Wovenfeer 3D, 19U0, dl roc ted, to the American Leretlnn et 
U Sbcu, Portugal# infomlnr tho Legation that Secretory of 

>x had arranged for Colonel Donovan to make «n gbl 
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J. Edward Lumbard, United States Attorney for the 
Southern District of New York and a law partner of the appointee, 
said the appointee is the greatest natriot In the United States 


and the most aecorax;en American civilian. . He said the appointee 
has been entrusted with responsible and confidential positions 
by every President since Woodrow Wilson. He said In his opinion, 
the appointee would be the best representative the United States 
could send abroad as he has better contacts In foreign countries 
than any person In the United States with the possible exception 
of the President himself. Mr. Lumbard said the appointee has 
great qualities of imagination and resourcefulness. He also said 
he has an enormous amount of energy for a man seventy years old. 

Vinm linnnnl 1 aHI v fnr ja unci V* n n nf +*.r>n «=;+-. ljI *hVi t.h ft 

M k A ^ LA Wii ^ A -*T W ^ ' “ ■ --- - - - - ‘ — 


iiw 


r» r» nrnmftD^ Arl 


Tin q 1 +■ i nn 

V U -1— %m m X. V_/> X A 


Government . 


Alexander Holtzoff, Judge, United States District Court, 
District of Columbia, said he was employed in the Department of 
Justice with the appointee. He said Donovan was and Is a very 
dynamic person possessed of an abundance of well-controlled and 
well-directed energy. He said the appointee has a fine mind and 
is known as a very capable organizer. Judge Holtzoff summed up 
hi s comments by stating he would highly recommend Donovan for an ?/ 1 
position which-- .the United States Government might consider him. 


The Honorable Herbert Hoover, former President 
United States, Waldorf Towers, New York Cit} 
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association with him and constantly keeps in touch with him. 

Mr. Hoover recommended the appointee most highly for a position 
with the Government and said he knew nothing derogatory concerning 
him . 


Allen Dulles, Director of the Central Intelligence 
Agency, Washington, D. C., said he was closely associated with 
Mr* Donovan during World War II and found him to be a very 
a^frressive. industrious, and canable individual. Mr. Dulles 

r ’i- - . — r 7 x - 

stated from time to time he has had differences of opinion with 
Donovan but as far as he was concerned, it would not have any 
bearing in connection with any position the Government might have 
in mind for him. He emphasised that Donovan was an intense, 


and 
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cerning Ms absolute loyalty to the United States Government. 

Mr. Dulles concluded by saying it was his understanding that Mr. 
Donovan was being considered for the position of United States 
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to this informant, Mr. Donovan was alleged to have headed a 
recent committee which was to ask President Eisenhower to oust 
United States Senator Joseph McCarthy of Wisconsin. He further 
stated that the appointee's law firm was alleged to have 
represented the Chinese generals who absconded with millions 
of Nationalist China's funds. This informant said he considers 
Donovan to be a ,, bubblehead n who never got tough with the 
Communists in the Office of Strategic Services. He would not 
recommend the appointee' for a position of trust. 

Information Concerning Employment of Pro -Communi sts in the 
Office of Strategic Services 


Elizabeth Terrill Bentley testified under oath before 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities on July 31, 19l+b, 
at which time she admitted that she was a former member of the 
Communist Party and operated as a courier in a Soviet espionage 
network between 191+1 and 191+5* She identified Duncan Chaplin 
Lee of the Office of Strategic Services as one of her contacts. 

She explained that there was r circle of lawyers around General 
Donovan at the Office of Strategic Services and Lee was one of 
them. According to her, Lee provided her with all types of 
information including highly secret information on what the 
Office of Strategic Services was doing. This information included 
such things as the fact that the Office of Strategic Services 
was trying to make secret negotiations with Governments in the 
Balkan group in case the war ended; that thev were parachuting 
people into Hungary; that Office of Strategic Services people 
were being sent into Turkey to operate in the Balkans and that 
General Donovan was interested in having an exchange between 
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testified that Lee was a member of the Communist Party and had 
worked In General Donovan's law firm prior to coming into the 
Office of Strategic Services. 


Mr. Lee testified under oath before the above committee 
on August 10, 191+3, at which time he acknowledged acquaintanceship 
with Miss Bentley but categorically denied having ever been a 
Communist or ever having divulged classified information to any 


unauthorised persons. He said he was employed 
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law firm, for three years and was then brought into the Office of 
Strategic Services by the General. He said he had been sent on 
two missions to China by General Donovan and on the first mission 
1ft 191+3, he bid not get to'China but on the second mission in 
July, 19l+9, he went with General Donovan and returned the first 
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week In October, 1914-5* No further pertinent Information 
regarding tho relationship between the appointee and Dunoan 
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The records of another Government agency which 
onduota personnel and eeourlty-type Investigations* reflect 
that Dunoan Lee was separated from active duty as a Lieutenant 
Colonel In the United States Array on January 2I4.# 1914.6, and 
on April 3, I9I4.6, upon the recommendation of General Donovan 
was aw arded the Army Commendation Medal, " ' 
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During another Investigation bv this Bureau, an 
Informant of unknown re 11 abi 1 ! ty**who Jiaa^ access to information 
concerning the activities end Individuals connected with ths 
appointee’s law firm advised in the early part of 1953 that 
he vas veil acquainted with Duncan Lee when Lee was employed 
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end timid Individual who he believed lacked the personal oouraga 
to have been a Communist or to have engaged In espionage 
activities* He did say that Lee had been active In the affairs 
of the Hu^sljD'War Relief because he had been assigned by the 
firm to assist in the corporate organization of this group* 

This assignment reportedly came about beoause of the interest 
of General Donovan and others in the law firm in the establish- 
ment of Russia War Relief* 


This informant said that he and others had "teaseo; 

Lee because of this connection with the Russla_War ReliefT^bowever, 
they did not ptt. Ibute Ms connection with the organization to any 
particular 'interest In Communism or Soviet Russia* The fourth 
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Activities, California State Legislature, lists ths Russian War 
Relief, Incorporated, as a Communist front organization and states 
on page 158 _**a follows! "While it Is undoubtedly true that many 
well-lnten t^pned loyal Americana were tricked Into believing that 
the Russia^ War Relief was a bona fide American agency, the hard 
core of Communis* Influences and direction la evident"* 


•f. 


f Elizabeth Bentley also testified at the time referred •. 

to above that In addition to Dunoan Lea, those of her contacts 
who wars employed In the ^Office of Strategic Services were Maurice 
\ Falperln, head of the LatTln American Division In the Researob 
[and Analysis Branch) J* Julius Joseph, Japanese Division) Helen 


Tenny , Spanish Division; and Donald Niven Wheeler. She said 
Halperin was a Communist from whom she collected dues and he 
furnished her with various types of information as he had 
access to that which the Office of 'Strategic Services was getting 
on Latin America; had access to world-wide information of 
various sorts and reported to her that the Office of Strategic 
Services had an arrangement with the State Department whereby 
he could see State Department cables on vital issues. 


She said her last contact with Halperin occurred in 
191)4 a t. which time he was still employed by the Office of 
Strategic Services. Her Russian contact, ’'Jack 1 ' told her in 
early 1945 that Halperin had been accused by General Donovan of 
being a Soviet agent and, following this accusation, Halperin 
failed to appear two or three times to meet his contact. 
Background information inserted in the House Committee on Un- 
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reflected that Halperin was employed in the Office of Strategic 
Services from September, 1941/ to October, 1945/ and in the 
Department- of State from October, 1945/ to June, 194&* 


With reference to J. Julius Joseph, Miss Bentley 
testified that she had collected Communist Party dues from him 
and based upon his employment he was in a position to furnish 
her- information regarding both Japan and Russia. She said 
Joseph’s wife was also employed by the Office of Strategic 
Services for approximately six months in the Publicity Division, 
and she too was a Communist. She gave no testimony directly 
relating Joseph with Gaoeral Donovan. 
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Activities that Helen B. Tenney was a Communist who was first 
employed in the Spanish Division at the Office of Strategic 
Services and later handled the Balkans. No testimony directly 
relating Helen Tenney with the appointee was given by Miss Bentley 
Similarly, no testimony directly linking Donald Niven Wheeler 
with General Donovan was related by Miss Bentley. 


Emerson P. Schmidt, Secretary, Committee of Socialism 
and Communism, United States Chamber of Commerce, testified before 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities on March 26, 1947, 
at which time he entered into the record a report of the United 
States Chamber of Commerce entitled "Communists within the 
Government." In this report appears the following: 
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* "As late as March, 1949, (Major General William J.) 

Donovan had defended the employment in the OSS of such well-known 
Communists as Irving Goff, Irving Fajans, Milton Wolff, and 
Vincent Lossowski. A number of pro -Communists in the OSS were 
subsequently blanketed into strategic intelligence posts in the 
State Department. Granting the General's thesis that 'no foreign 
policv can be stronger than the information upon which it is 
based,’ it can be seen how considerations of war-time expediency 
have endangered our safety.” 

The "Washington Post" for July 19, 1949, on page 7, 
carries an article capti oned, "Army Defends 16 Officers Listed 
As Being Tinged With Communism.” The article went on to quote 
the War Department as saying that the men had proved their 
loyalty to America. The names were given to a House Military 
Subcommittee in private testimony which was subsequently 
released and included the following: "Lieutenant Irving Fajans, 

Office of Strategic Services, Washington, on the honor roll of 
the Young Communist League members fighting the Spanish Civil War. 

i . m 

- "Lieutenant Irving Goff, Office of Strategic Services, 
Washington, speaker, Communist School, New York City, and a 
member of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade in Spain. 

"Lieutenant Vincent Lossowski, Office of Strategic 
Services, Washington, fought with the Abraham Lincoln Brigade 
in the Spanish Civil War. 

"Lieutenant Milton 'Wolff, Office of Strategic Services, 
Washington, National Commander of the Conmuni st-con trolled 
Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. 

"Major General William J. Donovan, Director of the Office 
of Strategic Services, also issued a statement in which he praised 
the 'outstanding service' of four of the officers in organizing 
resistance groups in enemy-occupied Northern Italy. These officers 
served with an OSS unit of the 19th Army Group. They were Goff, 
Wolff, Lossowski, and Frans , " 

i 

A 

It is to be noted that the Young Communist League and 
the Abraham Lincoln Brigade have been cited by the Attorney 
General as coming within the purview of Executive Order 10490* 

During a hearing by the House Committee on TTn-American 
Activities on "Communist infiltration of Hollywood Motion Picture 
Industries," on April 10, 1991, Sterling Hayden, a self -admitted 
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Communist Party member testified, he left the Paramount Motion 
Picture Company on September 5> 1941* Shortly thereafter, he 
contacted the then Colonel Donovan, Coordinator of Information, 
and was Informed that the United States was training troops 
and volunteers in guerrilla warfare. As a result of this, 

Hayden said he went to Scotland where he trained as a paratrooper . 
He said he got in touch with Donovan inasmuch as sometime 
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contain a 
"Equal Jus 
by the Int 
York City. 
Donovan of 
Committee 

, j 

nationally 
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the Stalin 


The House Committee on Un-American Activities files 
copy of the September, 1939# issue of the magazine 
tice" volume XIII, number 7, a monthly publication 
ernational Labor Defense, 112 East 19th Street, New 
Page four of this Issue lists Colonel William J. 
New York as one of the head members of the National 
of Sponsors. It was noted that numerous other 
prominent persons were listed as members of that 
In its 194-8 report on page 224, the California 
on Un-American Activities classifies "Equal' J us tice" 
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strongly influenced as to be In 


Nathan Witt testified under oath before the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities on September 1, 1950, at which 
time he stated that during the 1932-35 period when he was following 
the private practice of law, he had been employed in the office 
of William J. Donovan. David Whittaker Chambers, in testifying 
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1948, said he joined the Communist Party in 1924 and for a number 
of years prior to 1937, served in the Communist Party under- 
ground, principally in Washington, D. C. He said the original 
purpose of the underground was infiltration of the American 
Government. 'The head of the underground at this time, according 
to Chambers, was Nathan Witt; an attorney for the National Labor 

Relations Board. It is to be noted that Witt, in testifying 

under oath before this committee on August 20, 1948, said ne had 
formerly been employed by the National Labor Relations Board but 
declined to state whether he knew David Whittaker Chambers, 
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During the course of this investigation, the records 
of the following Government agencies were checked and either 
no information or no additional information to that previously 
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5-2, Department of the Army 

United States Civil Service Commission 

Central Intelligence Agency 

House Committee on Un-American Activities 

Security Office, Department of State 

United States Park Police 

Central Files of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

The records of the Passport Office, Department of 
State, reflect numerous passports have been issued to the 
appointee from 1928 to the present time in connection with 
official travel as a representative of the various branches 
of the Government with which he has been employed,, No 
unfavorable information was contained therein. 

Credit and Criminal 


The records of the Credit Bureaus and law enforcement 
agajiciea covering the various places of education, residence, 
and employment of the appointee were checked and no unfavorable 
information was obtained. 

Relatives 

I 

All persons contacted during the course of the investi- 
gation who were acquainted with the various members of the immediate 
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family of the appointee highly recommended, them as to their 
character, loyalty, and reputation. It was determined that 
his brother, Timothy, who died about twelve years ago, was an 
outstanding citizen of Buffalo, New York. His other brother, 
Vincent, is reportedly a Catholic priest, who for many years 
was assigned to New York City. An only sister of Mr. Donovan’s 
Loretta, lived for several years In Ohio but later moved to 
the Far West. Her first husband reportedly died and she has 
remarried but her present address is not known. 

The records of the Credit Bureaus and law enforcement 
agencies covering the present places of residence of the 
appointee's son David and his wife Ruth were checked and no 
unfavorable information concerning them was found. 
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Pfte following information concerning General William 
Donovan , former hedd of the Office- of Strategic Servicte, has been 
Obtained from a- confidential source* ' The • reliability of the c, 
information is unknown. 



2 - Mr, William P, Rogers 
Deputy Attorney General 
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Main File Wot 77-56706 


Subject t 
Found Jet 




aleo ee^94-4-4672 
. > ^ 97-2753 

Will tan Donovan 
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novan 


an/ 

William Josepi^Donovan 


Date* ^ 

Date Searched s 7/22/54 


"Wild Bill wonovan 
William J^Donovan 


Aleo searched act Mo other searches made • 




This te a summary of information obtained from a 
review of all "see" references to the subject In Bureau files 
under the ranee and aliases listed above • Mo attempt has been 
made to oxh&ust all possibilities as to the names and aliases 
by which thj subject may have been frnoton. All references under 
the above names containing data identical or possibly identical 
with the subject have been tncluded except those Itsted at the 
end of tM# summary as not having been reviewed • The term " SI n 
preceding a serial nun&er shown in the block indicates t/kat the 
serial so designated contains the tame information as the /or#* 
going sertal • Bowever it should be realised that the informa- 
tion In these serials may differ somewhat In detail although 
the facts are basically the same • 
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This summary ts designed to furnish a synopsis of the 
information set out In each re/er#nco. Except where stated 
otherwise the original serial will contain the information In 
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DONOVAN. William Joseph, lawyer: born at Buffalo. N.Y.. 

------ f - - — - - i ? — r — - . — j - ; 

Jan 1, 1883; son of Timothy P. and Anna (Lennon) D.’; 

A. B. , Columbia, 1905, LL.B. , 1907; LL . D. , Univ. , 1931; 
married Ruth Ramsey, July 14, 1914; children - David 
Rumsey, Patricia (dec.). Began practice at Buffalo, 
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Republican candidate for lieutenant governor oi 
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York, 1922; L'.S. district attorney, Western District 
of N.Y. , 1922-24; member U.S. delegation to customs 
regulations conference between U.S, and Canada, 1923; 
assistant attorney general of U.S., 1924-25; the assist 
ant to the attorney general, March 1925-29; U.S. com- 
missioner and chairman Rio Grande River Compact Com- 
mission, 1928-29; U.S. commissioner, chairman Colorado 
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Newton, Lumbard & Irvine; counsel for Association 3- r 
City New York and New York and Bronx County bar associ- 
ations in bankruptcy investigation, 1929; counsel to 
committee for revision New York state public service 
^ommi ssion lav/s, 1929. Member of Board of Arbitration, 
under National Mediation Board, controversy between 
American Train Dispatchers Association, and Boston 
and Maine Railroad. Republican candidate for governor 
of H.Y., 1932. Served as captain of Troop 1, 1st 
Cavalry, N.Y. National Guard; assistant cnief of staff, 
2?th Division, American Expeditionary Forces, World 
Par; major, brigade, adjutant, 51st Brigade; major, 

165 Infantry (old 69th N.Y.) advancing to rank of colo- 
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tary of Navy, Great Britain, July- Aug. 1940, south- 
eastern Europe, Dec. 1940 - march 1941; appointed coor- 
dinator of information , July 1941; director of Office 
of Strategic Services, June 1942; rank of major general 
U.S. Army. (Decorated in World War 1} Congressional 
Medal of Honor for conduct in action near Landres and 
St. Georges, France, Get. 14-15, 1916; Distinguished 
Service Cross for conduct in crossing River Ourcq, 

July ^8-31 , 1918, Distinguished Service Medal for s_-r- 
vices in Bacarst sector, July 23-31, and Meuse-Argonne 
Offensive Oct. 1918 (U.S.), Legion of Honor, Croix di 
Guerre with palm and silver star (France), Croci di 
Guerra (Italy); (World War II) Oak lea cluster on 
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of strategic services (U.S.), Order of Crown (Italy), 
Knight Commander Order of British Empire (Great Britain) 
Commander Legion of Honor (France), Grand officer Order 
of Leopold with palm (Belgium), Papal Lateran medal, 
Order St. Sylvester (Papal), Commander * s Cross v;ith 
star oi Polonia Restituta (Poland) , 1st Class of Lost 
Exalted Order of White Elephant, Santi Mala medal (Siam) 
Commander Cross with star Royal Order of St. Olay (Nor- 
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bia College Member Association Bar City New York (exec- 
utive committee 1931), Phi Kappa Psi, Phi Delta Phi. 
Republican. Catholic. Clubs: Buffalo (Buffalo); Uni- 

versity Metropolitan, Chevy Chase (Washington); River, 
University, Cedar Creek (New York). Home: 1 Sutton 

PI. S. , New York, N.Y.; also Chapel Hill Farm, Berry- 
ville , Va. Office: 2 'Wall St., N.Y. City 5. 
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This reference is a Bureau memo dated 10/18/34 to 
Col . ( William J. ) Donovan. Assistant Attorney General con- 
cerning a letter dated 10/l5/24 y which had been received by 
Col. Donovan from George H. Wark, Federal Prohibition Di rector } 
Topeka t Kans. } and which he ( Donovan ) had referred to this 
Bureau . Mr. Wark's letter was a request for information which 
he could use in an address on the subject of Communists in the 
U.S. By letter dated 10/3l/24 f Col. Donovan advised Mr. li'ark 
that the Department had no information available for the pur- 
pose he had stated. 




Above Letter from George 
H. Y/ark dated 10/15/34 and 
letter to Mr. George H. 
Wark dated. 10/31/34 en- 
closed with above Bureau 
memo , 

No caption given 

61-0-562 
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This reference is a mem.o dated 9/4/3 9 from 0.3. 
Luthring, Assistant Attorney General enclosing a letter dated 
6/30/29 from Honorable William J. Donovan } counsel to several 
bar associations in NYC and vicinity , requesting a statement 
of the total number of bankruptcy cases investigated, by the 
Bureau in the fiscal years 1923 } 1924 } 1925 , 1926 , 1937 and 
1926. 

49-0-25 
( 65,122 ) 
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Abuses Charged , Donooan Urges Mew Laws n and rf Donovan , s Re- 
commendations For Reforms in Bankruptcy Jn these articles 
Donovan predicted more scandals if changes in bankruptcy 
were not made , and «« t out recommendations for revision of 
the rules laid down by the Supreme Court for the administration 
of bankrupt estates . 
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eference is an IMS name check form for 
Qovt, official lawyer , whtch was received 
pt. through liaison cftann«2« on 7/18/52 . 
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This reference is a newspaper clipping from the 
Washington "Post" for 7/5/32 entitled , "Donovan - for - 
Governor Campaign Is Planned The article stated that the 
chairman of the Chenango County Republican Committee had 
announced organisation of a campaign to win the party's 
gubernatorial nomination for Col. William J. Doncvan f World 
War hero and former Assistant Attorney General in the Coolidge 
Admi ni strati on . 

66-1897-97 

( 71 ) 






This reference is a newspaper clipping from the 
New York n World Telegram fr for 8/1/32 entitled y n Donovan 
Backs Coal 9 Combine fr This article stated that Col * 
William J. Donovan gained the nickname ,r the Trust Buster" 
through numerous successful court battles with big bust- 
ness* Jhiie assistant zo t :he Attorney General ne was cart 
in another role - that of leader of the defense in the 
government f s anti-trust suit against Appalachian Coals, Inc* 
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(71) 



7 









n.U ***—? • +** * 






• 1 


k 

\ 


This reference is newspaper clippings from the 
Washington " Herald " for 8/23/33 entitled , "Col, ' Bill ' 
Donovan Backs Hoover Stand" and the Washington "Star” for 
8/23/32 entitled "Donovan Opens Race With Roosevelt Rap." 
These articles refer to Donovan's speech opening his cam- 
paign for the Republican gubernatorial nomination on the 
previous night. 
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Above data should not be disseminated. 
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On 4/21/33 Commander Edward Spofford t f 0 
Hat ipng^ Commande r of the American Legion , invited^/^^^^^f \ s f\ 

to a dinner at the Hotel Hits Carl ton o ' v 

iven by the NY Society of Military and 
Naval Officers of World War I, to hear Col. William J. 

Donovan speak on n Ethiopia > Italy and the United States." 



Col. William Donovan made the above soeech follow- 
ing his return from Italjj where he met Mussolini f who fur- 
nished a plane to Donw^^^^^der that he might view the 
Ethiopian campaign. indicated that Donovan made 

this trip to Ethiopic^m^^^^Lly at his own instigation f and 
that the Italian Embassy in Wash. t D.C. made it possible 
for Donovan to meet Mussolini. 



urnished information in this reference 
during interviews by a Bureau Agent on December 17, 19 cr. 
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On 10/9/33 Col. William J. Donovan telephoned to 
inquire whether the Bureau was participating in the "Black 
Diamond " hearings, and was advised negatively . Donouar. 
stated that in event the Bureau was called in he would like 
a chance to be heard . 


Bureau memo, 10/9/33 
No caption given 
62-39159-45 
(91) 


In 1937 a confidential informant reported thc ! 
Colonel Edwin Emerson organized the "Friends of Germany” 
and. took up offices on the same floor with the German con- 
sul at 17 Battery PI., NYC. One of Emerson's practices 
was to list the names of "Nonary American Members" on the 
letterhead of his stationary, which letterheads were re- 
vised as the " Honorary Members" protested the use of their 
names. One of the names used by Emerson in this fashion 
was Col. William Donovan. 


Letter to Richmond, 3/21 /^Q 
enclosing memo P/31/40 
Re: Colonel Edwin Emerson 
61 - 5062-5 



10 










-* - - 


'jfc 


M 



Th i 

-L i + v 

o 

u 

T* 1 & 

t ^ 



Col. 

, Eme 

rson 

ancZ 

S 


the 

use 

of hi 

s 

nam i 

V 

was 

Col . 

Wi 1 1 

i am 

j 

J US 1 

t ice 

of th 

e 


■S’ 

IF 

. r.^w - 










> 




r*£>r\n& nr 7 q n & 0 +. x mrt i. n fn r*jr? n ~h ?! n n rr 7 ?! nr> 

f r fr I^r v* W* */. W ^ W ^ M v k« v r F " f / v 1 r » * v» w ir v • » j v ^ ^ p '•■■ r c p ^ 

__ated that among the persons who repudiated 
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Memo for Mr. Tamm, 1 2/1 7/37 
Enclosing memo fro 
No caption given 
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(64) 
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This reference refers to a A r . 7. repor 4 dated 1/1 
in the Lindbergh case which included a detailed neno prepare d 
£>p ,’>• TJciert Thayer 3 an attorney associated i nith Rol* /ill in- 
J*. JonoDan., 7/177^ cancerriiri (7 the participation of I'orris Ros- 


►*1 rt Y* 1 M "4- V-\ im n n r /> 

nu / *- i y ty 1 1 o- uo c • 


Bureau Memo, 3/15/32 
Be: Morris Rosner, via 
7-1-7633 
(76) 
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address of Col . William J. Donovan with regard to the effect 
of that decision on trade association activities, 

Seattle Rpt. } 3/4/ 3D 
Re; Fertiliser Industry; 
Anti -Trust 
60-2070-340 

( 76 ) 

SI 60-2070-331 
(75) 


On 2/27/39 a Bureau Agent reviewed files of 
District 411 of the National Fertiliser A ss ociation (NFA 
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session 
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U^^u^tJ^^sreinew a letter was observed from NFA 
the rfecininn in the ftunnr case of 3/30/36 and 


an 


The NT office made available c printed copy of 
an address by Col. William J. Donovan before the Trade 
Association Executives in NYC at the Pennsylvania Note _ 

Bureau Agent from 
Trade 





NY Let., 4/10/36 en- 
closing copy of abort 
address 

Re: Sugar Institute ; 
Antitrus t 
60-1354-448 
(82) 
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On 7/14/36 
interviewed- at his o 
where he was associated wit 
On 7/10/36 Grady L* Boatwright# called 
office * Boo.twright referred to the ac 



was 

d/Til y Minn * 9 

ites Attomeiu 

— - 

at his 
Senato r 


MacKellar who was going to get Mr. Hoover fired (referring 
to J. Edgar Hoover , Director of FBI). Boatwright went on 
to say that "Wild Bill " Donovan , " Cotton Ed" Smith and Joe 

Bobinson were going to have Mr. Hoover fired. 

St. Paul let., 7/17/ 36 
Ho caption q i v e n 
68-43010-1 -407 
(69 / 

SI 62-43010-1-217 

( 59 ) 

SI 62-4301 0-1 -213 

( 60 ) 




n i th 
action against 
Lake City. 


regard to the above 
Boatwri gh t resulted 


incident, disciplinary 
in his transfer to Salt 


62-4301 0-1 -21 ’YX 
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The August 1936 issue of " Baring Detective ", carried 
an article entitled , ” Smashing the Notorious Karpis Mob" by 

Jack Beil. On page 27 of the above issue ffeil stated that he 
had personal knowledge of the FBI and its methods. Hell 
stated: "I have watched it work in many cases. As a news- 

paper man, I have sat across the table from J. Edgar Hoover 
in the office of ' Wild Bill ' Donovan , when he was first 
Assistant Attorney General and discussed details of Ohio's 
famous Hayner whiskey conspiracy whose meandering led al- 
most to the White House doors. 


Memo for the Director, 
11/13/36 

Be: George Jack Heil 
61 - 7559-51 4X 
(64):, 
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anu of the officers takini 

of captaincy in the Buffalo _ 
in being appointed as captain 

PD and was highly pleased to learn that the 


or the position 
was interested 


r uias willing intercede 
Donovan on his behalf. 

0 ’ Br ien slightly , but v 
comments he did not 
’ that time. 



wish 
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y reputation. 
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B uffa lo Let., 1 2/2/37 
No caption oiven 
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The Milwaukee "Sentinal" for 11/1/37 carried an 
article entitled "90 More Days for Oil Trial", This article 
said that the oil trial which started the first of Octooer 
would continue for three months longer according to William 
(Wild Bill( Donovan } chief defense counsel , who said it 
would take his side twice as long as it took the Gov f t. to 
present the prosecution. 


Milwaukee Let , f 11/6/37 
enclosing above news- 
paper clipping 
Re: Major Oil Companies ; 
Antitrust 


60-1926-636 
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On 1/22/40 Col . William J. Donovan called from 
Nl'C and stated he wanted to talk to Mr. Hoover about one 
of the " Christian Front " boys . Donovan said, that during 
World War I he had a man in his regiment named John Provi 
who was an excellent soldier. This man's son was one of 
the members of the Christian Front boys who had been ap- 
prehended . 


During the above conversation it was 
Donovan would confer with Inspector Connel lay 
stead of coming to Washington, NY was advised 
ci si on. 


decided that 

_« . . i r+r f+r _• . 

in jvil’ m- 

of this 
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Memo from. Mr. Hoover to 
Mr. Tam.nij 1/22/40 
Re : Christian Front 
15-4379-170 

(7£). 
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This reference is a report from^/KK///^^dated 
4/22/40 which stated that at a meeting, on 4/12/40, place 
not 'stated, between the vets, Vincent Sheehan and Colonel 
" Wild Bill" Donovan it was suggested that a famous named 
attorney be hired to represent the vets of the Abraham 
Lincoln Brigade ( VALB ) at the trial of ISilton Wolff, com - 

■» n T T 4 f n rn . * .*. sw n ^ K i « k ■** v* -t* v» /r n rt -f n T»yi ok f~\ 7 i 

manaer oj vj*j->n. ium tuw uy 4 m my <■*»* 

the name of Howley, from "Wild Bill " Donovan's office . 


61 - 8381 -35 


(64) ■ 

SI 61 -5361 -61 8X page 53 
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This reference is a report from ' 7 c ted 

4/j^Z‘iU which stated that the above describe c me e 1 1 n g mar 
add in the office of the New Yorker Beverage Company. 
This reference also states that Col • Tf 'Mld Bill n Donovan 


was 


present at this meeting. 


The following inked notation appeared on 
reference concerning Donovan: fr lJad charge of 69th 
during Nar^ Still has command. rr 
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This reference is a letter frorr. r.'illiarr. J , Donovan, 



honorable character and 
relied upon. 


) rent he node conic he 


On 4/23 /dQ Hr. K cover vyrota a letter to 


Col 
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in connection with any information which 
night he vT value to the FBI . 
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A note dated 4/18/40 written on pop, 
office telephone roov ; dated that- 
called in person 
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By letter 4/33/40 SAC Tor-worth 
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On 8/19/41 Captain James Roosevelt called at this 
Bureau and advised that he had been designated as liaison 
won for Col, William Donovan’s organisation . Roosevelt 
wanted information about the Bureau’s coverage. Roosevelt 
was assured that this Bureau would do anything and every- 
thing possible to assist and cooperate with Col. Donovan 
and his organisation in carrying on the duties assigned to 
them by the President . 


Bureau memo, 8/20/41 
No caption given 
62-62405-112 
(24) •' 

SI 62-64427-X5 
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On Q/20/41 representatives of INS and ONI received 
o vote for the approval of the visa application 
on th e basi3 of a statement by Col. (William) 
wets needed in the defense program of his 
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Vis 
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On 8/29/41 Col . William. Donovan called and talked 
with Mr • Tamm, Col. Donovan said he had talked with re- 
presentatives of the War and Navy Departments . ( The subject 

of this conversation was not clear but it was believed to 
concern the setting up of a new intelligence agency.) Col . 
Donovan said he wanted to cooperate with Mr. Hooker. 


Memo for the 

8/29/41 

No caption gi 


62-64427-X6 

(20) y 


Director , 
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On 9/9/41 information was received that Mr. J.C. 
Wiley s formerly of the Treasury Department f was attached to 
the office of Col. William J. Donovan , coordinator of in- 
fo rmation. 


Memo to Mr. Foxworth 3 
9/9/41 


No caption given 
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